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of the United States for income. They buy it | 
with a full knowledge of all the circumstances || 
under which it is created. They buy it on the 
credit of the nation, on its resources, on the pres- | 
ent and prospective magnitude of its population 
and its productive power. They buy on the past 
history of the country, on its rapid growth, on its 
unsurpassed prospects for the future. They be- 
lieve in the perpetuation of our institutions and 
in the preservation of our national unity. They 
believe in but one Governmentover our vast do- 
main. They believe in the value of one million 
square miles of public lands west of the Mis- || 
souri; in the thousands of millions of mineral | 
wealth folded in its vast embrace. They believe | 
in the construction of the Pacific railroad; in an | 
exodus of millions of men to the Rocky mount- 
ains, prepared with their machinery togrind them 
to powder, and produce from their prolific sides 
huge volumes of treasure. They believe in the 
iron, the coal, the copper, the lead, the silver, the 
cinnabar, and all the valuable metals which they | 
know to exist in unlimited quantities within that 
vast region of seven hundred million acres; and 
if they are willing to buy the funded debt of the 
nation on this security, how can you reconcile it 
that the $400,000,000 currency, based in reality on | 
the same security, should sell at thirty-three and | 
a third to forty per cent. discount? ‘‘ There is 
more in this, if our philosophy could but find it 
out.’’ Let.us examine some of the reasons why 
this confidence should exist. Sir, in the very re- 
markable and highly valuable report of Hon. | 
Samuel B. Ruggles, made in September of last 
year, to the International Statistical Congress at 
Berlin, on the resources of the United States—a || 
paper that should be circulated all over the coun- 
try—I find the following valuable statistics on the 
subject of the increase of the population of the 
United States when compared with other coun- 
tries: , 

The population of France increased thirty-seven 
per cent. in sixty years, from 1801 to 13861; of | 
Prussia, seventy-nine per cent. in forty-five years, 
from 1816 to 1861; of England and Wales one 
hundred and twenty-one per cent. in sixty years, | 
against an increase in the United States of five 
hundred and ninety-three per cent. in the same 
length of time. 

The increase of the national wealth within the 
last ten.years is thus presented in the same re- 
port: assessed value of property actually taxed 
in 1350, leaying out the assessed value of slaves, 
was $6,174,780,000, and in 1860 $14,223,618,068; 
leaving an increase in the decade of $8,048,825,840. 
Mr. Ruggles thus distributes this vast increase of 
the national wealth: to New England $735,754,244; 
the middle Atlantic or carrying and commercial 
States, from New York to Maryland, inclusive, 
$1,834,911,579, and to the food-producing interior 
itself, embracing the eight great States of Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, Minne- 
sota, lowa, and Missouri, $2,810,000. 

Now, sir, at this rate of increase, in 1870, six 

years hence, we shall have $35,000,000,000 of 
national wealth, and in 1880, in only sixteen years, 
$80,000,000,006. 
__Sir, the legal-tender currency of $400,000,000, 
if divided equally among these States, to be paid 
by them out of this increased wealth, would have 
been extinguished in the first six months of the 
year 1860, and the balance remaining on hand 
of the increase of this wealth of the ten years 
preceding would have been the enormous sum of 
$7,500,000,000. 

These figures are presented, Mr. Speaker, in 
order to show how unimportant is this amount of 
currency when regarded or examined in connec- 
tion with the nation’s ability to pay it. And yet 
we are told that the country is on the verge of 
hopeless ruin. No, sir. Let the Secretary only 
adhere to the principles and to the language of 
his report. In the words of the poet, the nation 

** Ts far as the farthest froin ruin; 
The fields seem to knuw what their master is doing ; 


And pasture and orchard and cornfield and lea 
All catch the infection, as generous as he.”” 
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| imagination and of quick perceptions. 


of its struggles, overwhelmed with new embar- | 


| tory it might bring national concern and mortifi- 


|| retard our national growth fora single hour. The 
| soil would still produce its teeming millions of 
| grain; the Pacific slope its immense treasures of 


In this connection, or in connection with that 
vast section of this country which stretches away | 
from the Missouri to the Pacific, so forcibly al- 
luded to in the report to which L have referred, let 
me request my colleague from New York, who 
is filled with apprehension of coming woe in the | 
shape of national ruin growing out of the creation 
of $400,000,000 of paper money, to pass for a few 
moments from this Hall to the foot of the great 
marble staircase that leads to the upper story of 
this building. His attention will be arrested at 


| the foot of the steps by a magnificent work of art 


illustrating the declaration of the distinguished 
sishop Berkeley—for I believe this country is in- 
debted to fim for that brief but expressive sen- | 
tence— | 
** Westward the course of empire takes its way.” 
Sir, weall know my colleague to bea man of fine | 
i As he will | 
gaze on this effort of the gifted artist, he will in 
spite of himself find his heart swelling under the 
inspirations that will sweep unbidden over his 
kinder nature and his gentler judgment. Sir, he 
will acknowledge that in the truths of to-day the 
prophetic declarations of the writer ofthat sentence 
have been already realized. The course of em- | 
pire has been westward. Hundreds of thousands 
of men have surged over to the shores of the Pacific 
like a flood, and now, like the tidal pulses of the 
sea, are rolling backward again east to the Rocky | 
mountains to meet the still rolling western waves 
at thesame point. Onthe sides of those mountains, | 
and in the basins and valleys which they create, an | 
empire of millions of human souls are destined ere 
long to concentrate their mighty energies, strug- 
gling with the sea-board for the supremacy in ma- 
terial wealth. Sir, they will be indorsers of this 
$400,000,000. ‘Twenty-five millions of people 
living to-day have made these bonds or obliga- 
tions. Forty-two millions of people will guar- | 
anty them in 1870. Why, sir, that is only six 
years hence, and according to the census of 1860 | 
fifty-six millions will look after the debt if it is 
not paid in 1880, only sixteen years hence, backed 
up by $82,000,000,000 of capital or national 
wealth. Sir,no comment is necessary in the face 
of these wonderful figures! 
But, Mr. Speaker, let us for the sake of argu- 
ment suppose, what I will.admitis hardly suppos- 
able, that this Government should, in the course 





rassments, find itself unable to pay its interest 
on its funded debt for one or more years. What 
would be the result? Viewed in the light of his- 


cation, but not national disgrace. Nor would it 


gold and silver. The tide of population would 
sull sweep in, in hundreds of thousands. Our 
industry would still flourish, our people labor, 
and the country, in all its greatnessand its glory, 
stillremain. Sir, we have already seen in our 
own briefhistory that which will serve as an illus- 
tration as to what may be seen again upon a 
larger scale. 

There are two memorable instances on record 
which are worth more than a passing thought for 
the splendid lessons that they teach. 

The western States, led on by a spirit of enter- 
prise far in advance of the actual development in 
material wealth and in population,contracted debts 
for their internal improvements. In a dark finan- 
cial hour they failed to pay their interest, and their 
obligations declined from a premium of twenty 

er cent. down to eighty per cent. below par. 

he great State of Ohio trembled to her centerat 
the time from herapprehensions and fears. And 
powerful Pennsylvania with all her wealth saw her 
securities sixty percent. below par. Some years 
elapsed before the western States responded. But, | 
sir, they did respond, nobly responded, paid every | 
dollar, and so vindicated the judgment of the pio~ | 
neers who marked out the system of internal im- || 
provements, They vindicated the judgment of | 








| the investers in their securities who bought as 


men now buy the funded debt of the United States 
on what they see and velieve in the future of this 
country. i 

Hence, | would urge upon the Secretary of the 
Treasury the great importance of acting with 
promptitude upon the clear and comprehensive 


| language contained in his report: to borrow in the 


open money market, and at the market price, every 


| dollar hereafter demanded by the wants of the 
| Government. | would advise a sale of the funded 


debt to any extent necessary; and | would urge 
upon this House to exhaust its ingenuity in show- 
ing the magnitude of the security offered by the 
nation, and the great and growing power of the 
Republic, in order to facilitate the Secretary im the 
most effective manner in all his future negotia- 
tions. 

The States of Indiana and Illinois are worthy 
of especial mention as affording the evidence of the 
wonderful recuperation of our people within the 
State limits. [tis within the recollection of many 
members of this House, indeed all of them, how 
the realization-of the financial disastexs that breke 


| over those young States of the West, and swept 
| the sensibilities of both hemispheres. 


Europe 
was largely interested in these obligations, and 


| very large amounts of them were held in this coun- 


try. These States were covered with ignominy 
and reproach, and they were compelled to endure 
the base charges of repudiation and ®ankruptcy. 
Sir, they were never for one moment bankrupt, 
nor did they even for one moment falter in the 
resolution to repair the disasters of that fearful 
period by an early liquidation of all their indebt- 
edness. Sir, the example of these States to their 


| brethren of this country will live in all coming 
‘* . 

time, and it stands out, and will ever stand out, 
| as the most incontrovertible testimony that the 


nation of which they form so magnificent, so illus- 
trious, and so distinguished a part will pay every 
dollar, both principal and interest, be it funded 
debt or legal tender—every dollar expended to per- 
petuate the structure of this Government in all its 
splendid proportions, in all its graceful outlines. 

The other instance to which | would refer is 
the railroad crisis. Railroad stocks and bonds 
passed in public estimation from a high premium 
almosttozero. Thirty-three thousand miles had 
been built, costing $1,300,000,000, or an amount 
equal tothe present national debt; miles of railroad 
built by the enterprise of our people, and more than 
all Europe besides. Sir, when the hour came, 
and these securities were unsalable; when these 
corporations did not pay their interest, and when 
men who held them seemed in despair, what did 
itaccomplish for the system itself? It did notde- 
stroy the railways; it did not diminish traffic; it 
did not stay the strong arm of the agriculturist; 
it did not retard the growth of our pépuletion. 
No, sir; the system was bound to live; it belonged 
to this, the nineteenth century; it was conceived 
in great foresight and wisdom, and it survived 
through new economies and the introduction of 
wiser and more prudent counsels in its manage- 
ment. 

Who suffered by this remarkable crisis? Not 
the owners of the property, for they saved their 
money in the revival of the prices of both bonds 
and stock; nor the country, for it remains teem- 
ing with prosperity, productiveness, and power, 
stimulated and strengthened by this giganticsys- 
tem of internal improvements. 

Now, sir, where is the difference between the 
funded debt of a great community and the funded 
debt of asmaller community, or the debt and obli- 
gations of incorporated companies? Show me the 
difference in the character of the calamity that 
would befall the Government if we should fail to 
pay interest for a single year, and the calamity 


that befell the State of Illinois under the Ike cir- 


cumstances or the circumstances to which | have 
referred. 

The conclusion to be drawn from all this, Mr. 
Speaker, | take to be simply that the-only thing 
which the country has to fear is the continued 
depreciation of the $400,000,000 of legal tender, 
which the people seil at thirty-three to forty per 
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cent, discount under the influence of the marvel- || lation, which to-day exceeds in volume anything 





ous fears gencrated and encouraged by those who | 


are utterly ignorant of the power and resources 
of the nation. To my understanding all our trouble 
lies with the legal tender. It is a matter of no 


consequence to the people of the country asa na- | 


tion as to what the funded debt may sell at in the 
mutations of the future. The Government has 
only to look after the interest upon the debt and 
the principal at its maturity. With the currency, 
which every man is bound by law to receive for 
his property, itis anotheraffair, ‘There is no time 


fixed for its final extinguishment, and our enemies | 
seck to discredit and destroy it both at hom®and | 


abroad. People who take it hasten to invest it in 


real property, while speculation lives and flour- | 


ishes by holding it up to public odium and con- 
tempt. ‘The more speculation can discredit it, the 
more speculation thrives, 


Speculation is sleepless in its efforts to discredit | 
it; and yet, sir, there is a way to remedy the dif- 
It is by familiarizing the people with the | 


ficulty. 
power, resources, and wealth of the nation; and 
this, in my judgment, is the duty of every Rep- 
resentative in this House, and of every intelligent 
and reflecting citizen outofit. If this $400,000,000 
of currency were secured to be paid to-morrow, if 
the nation could see it begin to expire by the estab- 
lishment of asinking fund of ten percent, per an- 





num, which would destroy it all in ten years, or if, | 


by legislation, the Secretary was directed to burn 


$100,000 of it per day until the whole $400,000,000 | 


were destroyed, do you imagine that you would 
hearanything more of arise ingold? Sir, itwould 
be the death of the speculators on the sea-board, 
and the nation would rise from its fears and appre- 
hensions full of fresh powerand energy. So small 
an effort as this, in my opinion, would reduce the 
expenses of this Government thirty-three and one 
third per cent. per annum. I[f,#ir, am right in 
this conclusion, why should the people be in- 
flamed with fresh fears by the dark predictions 
of impending bankruptcy and ruin? And why are 
we not bound to present, in contradiction to state- 
ments such as | have referred to, facta that lead 
the mind to an entirely different judgment? 


Sir, L repeat, with all the emphasis I am capa- | 


ble of expressing, that in advocating every meas- 
ure for strengthening our financial system; by 
encouraging the Secretary of the Treasury to per- 
severe in carrying out the ideas distinctly pre- 
sented in his annual report; by pointing out, to 
the extent of my humble ability, the way to roll 
back the current that has set in such irresistible 
force against the pablic credit; by pointing out in 
even so feeble a manner the vast resources of our 
country, and showing that an issue of $400,000,000 
of currency, which, after all,is only a substitute 
for the gold and bank circulation it has displaced, 
I fulfill my duty as a Representative. The peo- 
ple, who are to be swept away in case of so fear- 
ful a calamity as national bankruptcy, will sas- 
tain me in my efforts, and will sustain all those 
who take the same course in the midst of the 
emergencies of this fearful contest. 

In the Course of the debate, Mr. Speaker, the 
distinguished genteman from Massachusetts who 
advocated the proposition to empower the Secre- 
itary of the Treasury to anticipate the interest on 
the public debt, and so dispose of the surplus 
rold in the Treasury, and avoid its accumulation 
hereafter by the same means, declared that, dis- 
guise or conceul itas we might, the currency had 
depreciated to the extent indicated by the price of 
gold, 

Sir, the quotation daily made for gold in the 
New York market is certainly an indication for 
the day of the positive depreciation of the cur- 
rency. Any one who owns gold can certainly 
sell itt the New York quotation for paper. No 
one can deny the trath of this preposition; but I 
submit to that gentleman, and to those who con- 
eur with him in opinion, whether there are not 
many good grounds for the belief that there are 
causes operating to produce this depreciation ua- 
known before in the history of paper money, and 
whether some of them may not be regarded as 
wholly artificial, and capable of being easily ex- 
posed and dispelled? Sir, I think there are artifi- 
cial means constantly being used to influence the 
price of goki, These means have been employed 
since the suspension of specie payments. They 
have increased from month to month for the past 
year, just in proportion to the growth of apecu- 
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ever known before in the history of civilization. | 
It has become necessary for the safety of this huge 
structure of illegitimate traffic that the price of | 


gold should continue to rise in respect to the cur- | 


rency; and, sir, it will not be permitted to de- 
cline if human ingenuity and human effort can 
preVentit.’ Such a state of things must give birth 
to every species-of device, and to every kind of | 
artificial process. They will come in the form 
of misrepresentations of the military situation of 
the country and exaggerated statements of any 
defeats in the field; they will be in the shape of 
extensive combinations for the temporary pur- 
chase of the floating gold in the market; in the 
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| I regard, sir, the depreciation of the currency 
of the United States from thirty-three to forty per 


cent. discount for gold as a monstrous crime oy 


a fearful delusion; | regard every man as guilt 
of crime who does anything to assist that depre- 
ciation. While the few are benefiting by it, white 
the capitalists are rejoicing over their advantages, 
the masses of our countrymen are suffering fear. 
fully, and must continue to suffer still more, un- 
less we awake to the magnitude of the crisis, and 
use the great facts that God has furnished us with 
to counteract the trouble and restore the public 
confidence in all classes of our securities. 

Sir, it may be urged that the most gifted intel. 





false statements as to the character and condition 
of the public debt, and in the objects and designs 
of the Governments and all this is rendered more 
easily available by the ignorance thatis permitted 
to prevail as to the resources and power of the 
nation. 

To illustrate my views more fully as to ‘‘ causes 
hitherto unknown”’ now operating to the preju- 
dice of the currency, I would ask the House to 
regard New York city, the great commercial and 
financial center, connected by the electric wires 
with every city and every town of any import- 
ance in évery State not in rebellion, away tothe 
far off Pacific. The opinions of representative 
men are solemnly uttered in this ieess that 
national bankruptcy and repudiation are surging 
at our feet to ingulf us in its formidable waves. 
The lightning that carries this fearful verdict to 
the people of the country flashes the tidings to 


the city of New York almost instantly from in- | 


numerable points in the shape of positive orders 
to buy gold, to buy merchandise, to buy commod- 
ities. Thousands of orders reach that great mart 


in an hour, and through all hours of the day,and | 
hence a traffic, boundless in extent, and all in one | 
direction, all to purchase property at the market | 
prices, without limit, is carried on in that city by | 
Has the | 

depreciated because of these transac- | 
s national bankruptcy really here because | 


a frightened and frenzied population. 
currenc 
tions? 
of such declarations? | cannot so regard it. The 
truth is that this modern instrument, electricity, 
is playing a new and most important part in the 
affairs of men, and for the first time in the great- 
est drama in. the history of civilization. It so 
concentrates and so intensifies the incidents of 
human life, so entirely controls and governs them, 
that those who measure the present by the past 
utterly fail of arriving at proper or just conclu- 
sions. Sir, | look for the moment when the peo- 
ple of the United States, moved by different im- 
pulses, influenced by calmer counsels, led by wiser 
judgments, and enlightened by the spirit of truth, 
will see with a clearer vision the actual condition 
of their country, and be overwhelmed with shame 
and mortification at their own folly. 

Suppose, Mr. Speaker, the existence of some 
vast building or theater crowded with thousands 
of human beings, all intent upon the enjoyment 
of some great dramatic spectacle; and suppose 
that, in the midst of their engrossment of the 
play, in obedience to a concerted signal, a few 
voices should raise the appalling cry of fire, and 
rush through the narrow outlets toward the street. 
Does it need any one to foretell the fearful disas- 
ters that might follow the efforts of that frenzied 
multitude in their attempts to esenpe through the 
contracted and crowded corridors? Sir, hundreds 
might be crushed to death, while thousands were 


being robbed by those who had precipitated the | 


calamity. Sir, will any one undertake to declare 


that the pullding is really on fire because of the | 


infuriated ery of fire? I think not, sir; and yet 
such is the condition of the people of this country 
on the great question of the national currency. 
Hundreds have been crying fire for the past three 
years, while multitudes have been endeavoring 
to escape the fearful calamity which is said to 
threaten the paper system. It is to be entirely 
demolished, say our enemies; and while the cry 
continues, and every imaginable auxiliary is be- 
ing used to magnetize the nation into such a be- 
lief, and while the people are rushing out of the 
building ia mad disorder, a system of pillage is 
going forward that defies description, and haman 
Ingenuity is taxed to its utmost capacity to keep 
up the alarm, that the spoils of the enterprise may 
augment, and the opportunities for plunder sur- 
vive a little while longer. 


lects and the most profound wisdom have been 
exerted on the side of truth for the benefit of the 
nation, and that no good reason can be assigned 
for the declaration that that which is false has 
been the most extensively circulated through the 
modern machinery of the telegraph. To that I an- 
swer, that during the whole of this war, certain] 
during the existence of the Thirty-Eighth Con- 
gress, the talent of this House has not been exerted 
on the side of those questions which are operating 
|| #0 powerfully on the interests of the people apart 
'| from the war. The war itself, the measures for 
| its prosecution and final settlement, have engrossed 
|| its entire attention, while for the want of practical 
|| legislation the solid industry of the country is 
|| being subordinated by wild speculation, and the 
|| currency rotting away daily, to the almostirrepa- 
|| rable damage of the national interests. 
But, sir, | look hopefully into the future. | 
'| cannot but believe that there isa great change ap- 
proaching. The Secretary of the Treasury has 
indicated the pelicy which he designs hereafter 
to pursue. He asksno more legal-tender money 
from this Congress. He marks out for himself 
a well-defined line in the direction of a sound and 
stable state of things, along which he is resolutely 
determined to pass. A man reads with no under- 
standing who does not detect such a resolution 
in his report to this Congress. Sir, this polic 
will have the effect to check the speculative fend 
ness of the present hour; it will have the effect to 
reéstablish public confidence in the power of the 
nation and in the soundness of its obligations; it 
will restore to sanity those who are mad, and 
bring abouta reaction of public sentiment in favor 
of the currency which so many have been dis- 
honoring, and which, for a time, is indispensable 
to the safety and life of the nation. 

When this moment arrives, as arrive it assur- 
|| edly will, we shall again realize the influence of 
\| electricity. The current of disorder will as sud- 
|| denly subside; it will be rolled backward to its 
|| source with an impetuosity of terrible strength. 
i The wires will again be in requisition, and flash 

from all parts of.the United States to the great 
center of traffic; but conveying very different tid- 
ings from what they have so long been used as the 
instrument. Sir, on that day | commend New 
York to the especial notice of this House. With 
the decline in gold huge values will disappear, 
from thirty-three and one third to fifty per cent. in 
a single day, and the masses of our people begin to 
find the proceeds of their labor again equal to their 
necessities, 

Sir, it is our solemn duty to assist in bringing 
about such a state of things. The first step we 
are bound to take is to relieve the Government 
from the fearful position of being a hoarder of gold. 
It cannot afford to be an instrument in the hands 
of its enemies, a participator in the depreciation 
of its currency, a party to the speculations of the 
seaboard. It cannot be auxiliary to that without 
precipitating its own ruin. 

The second step should be to allay the pub- 
lic fears as to the value and extent of the legal- 
tender issue. The amountis but $400,000,000, not 
$1,000,000,000. Instead ofan unlimited issue here- 
after, not one dollar more is to be added; but, on 
the contrary, the amount in circulation is to be 
reduced, and a more enlarged system of taxation 
established. Such, from the language of the Sec- 
retary’s report, is to be the future policy of the 
Government. 

The third is to exhibit and keep before the people 
the absolute resources and power of the nation, 
and show the difference between its ability to 
meet the formidable emergencies of this war and 
the ability of other nations at other periods to 
meet the emergencies of their revolutionary and 
other contests, because of the comparison that's 
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constantly being instituted; to show that no par- 
allel whatever can be drawn between the strug- | 
gle on this continent and the past struggles be- | 
tween nations in the Old World. Comparisons | 
are frequently instituted between the condition of 
the currency of the United States and that of the 
French assignats during the period of the Revo- 


lution. Why, sir, France issued $9,000,000,000 of || 
that kind of paper within about the same time that || 


we have issued $400,000,000, or less than five per | 
cent. of thatof France. Sir, there can be no par- 
allel between the cases, certainly none when we 
regard the question in connection with the re- 
sources of the two Powers. The increase of the 
population of this country over that of France for 
the past ten decades is a plain answer to the ques- 
tion. 

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, we must instruct 
the people as to the difference between currency 
and funded debt, a thing that seems to be so little 
understood. If we keep constantly before the 
public view the vast security afforded for the final 
extinguishment of our debt, and show our abund- 
ant resources to meet the continued demands of 
the war fora long time to come, in case it should 
be necessary to continue it, there need be no fear 
of bankruptcy or repudiation. 

I now move the previous question upon the 
pending amendments, with a view to offer the 
substitute which I have indicated, and which I 
offer with the consent of the Committee of Ways 
and Means. I ask that the substitute be read. 

The proposed substitute was read, as follows: | 
Joint resolution to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury 

to sell any surplus gold. 


Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives | 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
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|| country. 


the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, author- || 


ized, first, reserving in the Treasury an amount sufficient 
to necet the payments in gold required by law, to sell from 
time to time at public auction, after having given five days’ 
notice in the daily papers of New York, any portion of the 
surplus of gold in the Treasury of the Ufiited States: Pro- 
vided, That the Secretary of the Treasury may, instead of 
such sale, apply the gold in the Treasury to the redemption 
in advance of the interest coupons of the United States, 
which by law are required to be paid in gold, whenever 
the amount on hand shall be sufficient to discharge the 
entire amount maturing and on the same day. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. I move to lay the whole | 
subject upon the table. 

Mr. FENTON. I ask the gentleman to give | 
way a few minutes that I may submit some re- 
marks upon this subject. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I demand the yeas and nays 
upon the motion to lay on the table. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I would give way to the 
gentleman from New York, but as I understand 
the previous question is called upon the subject, 
i feel it my duty to adhere to my motion. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would say to the 
gentleman from New York that he could not oc- 
cupy the floor even if the gentleman from Wis- 
consin should withdraw his motion, as the previ- | 
ous question is demanded by the gentleman from 
New York. 

Mr. FENTON. Iask my friend from New 
York to withdraw the demand for the previous 
question, and I will agree to renew it. 

Mr. STEBBINS. Certainly. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE, I withdraw my motion for 
the present. 

ENROLLED BILL. 


Mr. COBB, from the Committee on Enrolled | 
Bills, reported that they had examined and found 
truly enrolled a joint resolution (H.R. No. 41) | 
to continue the payment of bounties; when the 
Speaker signed the same. 


| 
SALE OF SURPLUS GOLD—AGAIN. 


Mr. FENTON. I know it is not in order to 
offer a substitate at this time, but I will send it | 
to the Clerk’s desk to be read, and give notice 
that I will offer it at the proper time, if the sub- 
stitute already offered to the pending bill be voted 
down. [ask that the proposed substitute be read. 

The substitute was read, as follows: 

, Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the fol- 
OWing: 

Sec. 1. The Secretary of the Treasury be, and he hereby 
is, authorized to sell gold or other coin received in payment 
for United States bonds negotiated, and alsoto sell any for- 
eign exchange that may be received by the agents or officers | 
of the Treasury of the United States: Provided, That noth- | 
ing herein contained shall be construed to authorize the | 
sale of any gold or other coin now on hand or that may be 
received hereafter in payment of custom-house duties. 

















Sec. 2. That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he 
hereby is, authorized to anticipate a payment of interest 
upon the public debt of the United States from time to time, 
either with or without a rebate of interest upon the coupons, 


as he may deem expedient. 

Mr. BROOKS. Before the gentleman from 
New York proceeds I wish to understand where 
we are. Are we under the operation of the call 
for the previous question? 

TheSPEAKER, The gentleman withdrew his 
demand for the previous question in favor of his 
colleague, [Mr. Relsdens) who agreed to renew it. 

Mr. BROOKS. Are we to understand, then, 
that after the two gentlemen upon the Committee 
of Ways and Means have expressed their senti- | 
ments, nobody else can? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York (Mr. Sressins] called the previous question 
only upon the pending amendments, with a view, 
if they are voted down, to offer the substitute of |, 
which he has given notice. The bill will then be | 
open to further amendment and debate. 

Mr. FENTON. Mr. Speaker, | intend to dis- 
cuss the general bearing of the proposition in its 
relations to finance and trade, and especially to | 
reply to the statements of my colleagues, (Mr. 
Fernanpo Woop and Mr. iesen who ad- | 
dressed the House upon this subject on the 19th 
of February, making it the pretext rather than | 
the text for argument. 


I read from the Congressional Globe. Mr. 
Brooks said: 


“Now, Mr. Speaker, if there were no other than the 
mere political objection, if you choose so to call it, it would 
be sufficient to my mind. It is the worst policy, it is | 
the most dangerous and alarming of measures to clothe | 
any man with enormous power over the currency of the 


his right hand the sword, and through the Secretary of the 
Treasury he has in his left hand the purse; and tyerefore 
stands completely the impersonation of despotism. If he | 
chooses to exercise that power, the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury can now create,manufacture,and dispose $1 ,000,000,000 
of paper money. It is now proposed to give him the whole 
control of the gold in the country.”’ 


The following extract is from Mr. Woop’s | 
speech of the same date: 


** And that leads me, Mr. Speaker, to a consideration of , 
the fallacious system upon which the finances of the coun- 
try are now being conducted. We have had other wars in 
Christendom. We have had expensive wars. We have had 
wars costing $100,000,000 a year. The system of finances 
attempted to be adopted here is not new in the history of 
the world. It is as old as Christendom; and whatever 
merit there is in the present financial system, no man now 
living can claim the originality of the invention. 


‘Sir, paper money was established originally under || 
Previous to his time, when a monarch found |} 


Sharles I. 
himself in a strait, his resource was not to paper money, it 


sic value contained in the coin itself. Charles [ originated 
paper money. What was the consequence? Charles If, | 
whose administration was almost as profligate as this, | 
ended in bankruptey, ruin,and repudiation. That was the || 
result of the paper-money enterprise In those days, and that | 
will be the result of the present application of the same 
principle.*’ 
And again: * 


“Three years ago next Aiigust our experiments in 
paper money commenced, and we have already issued 
$1,000,000,000 of currency.”’ 

Mr. Speaker, the subject of finance and ecur- 
rency is one of great interest to the Government 
and people. Itis not strange in this period of || 
our history, the most remarkable in the magni- || 
tude of expenditure, that these questions should || 
invoke grave attention and investigation. It is | 
most fortunate that amid the events transpiring, | 
which have no parallel in the world’s history, 
one of our ablest and purest statesmen was called 
to the head of the national exchequer; and the | 
result is that, amid difficulties the most moment- | 
ous, our fiscal affairs have been conducted with 
unrivaled ability and success. Public confidence 
has been inspired and our credit has been main- 
tained during a period of civil commotion, peril, 
and expenditure, hithertounknown. Ananalysis || 
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The President of the United States now has in || 


| = \ . g 
was to debase the coin of the country, and give an official \| Ireland, and Scotland. 


stamp to the representative of value by depleting the intrin- |! 


| lands which invite occupants to our shores, 
| offer the largest liberty consistent with order, jus- 


| impair public credit. 





of the Secretary’s late report exhibits the most | 
mature reflection and comprehensive mastery of || 
the vast subject of finance, currency, and trade, | 
and challenges the respect, if mot the support, of || 
every intelligent and fair mind in the country. || 

Mr. Speaker, I did not suppose that the paper || 
currency of the country, necessarily dispropor- 





tionate to the amount of gold and silver, could | 
maintain during the period of so great expendis || 
tures a par value. It was impossible to ayoid a |} 
depreciation of currency, and a corresponding ap- | 





_8sl 


preciation of values, equally disturbing to the 
laws of exchange and trade. 

{ need not stop to argue that there was insuffi- 
cient of the precious metals for acirculating me- 
dium. In times of peace experience has shown 
that they are the only safe reliance as a basis fer 
currency and banking operations. In a time of 
war, when the amoum of money required in the 
affairs of the Government is so largely increased, 
the credit of the Government, the good faith, and 
confidence in its resources and stability, must to 
agreatextent tage the place of the precious metals, 
and form ina great degree the basis of credit and 
currency, 

The monetary problem of the country, with an 
expenditure of $800,000,000 annually, cannot be 
solved by any past practice or experience of our 
history. Nor can the financial strength of the 
United States be judged correctly by rules that 
govern the finances of Europe. 1. Because its 
basis is principally in the property of the coun- 
try, in lands and agricultural products, whose 
value is notadequately represented in money, not- 
withstanding these products furnish an important 
element of trade and exchange by exportation to 
foreign countries. The intrinsic values of the 
preducts and sources of wealth are constantly 
expanding with the increase of population and 
the simple march of emigration to new ‘Territo- 
ries. 2. Because the labor of men employed in 
agriculture and the arts produces more here than in 
Europe. This increased production does not get 
its expression in money at once, and therefore it 
is qukurieahs but it exists as real wealth, and 
constitutes a powerful reserve of resources, as this 
war has shown, and, furnishes increased confidence 
in the fiscal ability of the Government to meet the 
present and any possible future demand upon it. 

I am led to these reflections by the remarkable 
statements of my colleagues from New York city, 
[Messrs. Woop and Brooks,] who exhibited so 
much earnestness in discrediting the financial as 
well as the political policy of the Government, 


_and who indulged in exaggerations of its enor- 


mous liabilities and prospective bankruptcy. 
N® country has such a vast extent of territory 


|| and such arapidly increasing population, and no 
| empire of contiguous territory posseses such a 


variety of climate, soil, and natural productions, 
whether of field, forest, or fishery, or such a 
wealth and diversity of annual agricultural prod- 
ucts. We have agreater extentof mineral prod- 
ucts than all Europe. Our coal-fields ave thirty- 
two times greater in extent than those of England, 
Our gold deposits, our 
copper, lead, and iron mines are the richest and 
most abundant in the world. 

To give importance and additional value to all 


| these elements of present wealth and future pros- 


perity, we have: vast amounts of.cheap and fertile 


We 


tice, and free government; and the result is, that 
the industrious poor and middle classes of Europe 
are coming to our country, in the midatof a civil 
war, in numbers that find no parallel in the his- 
tory of this nation, ‘ 
If we merely estimate the amount of present 


| property brought to our shores by this flood-tide 


ofemigration, we find it reaches hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars annually. But if to this we add 
this influx of labor, at its constantly increasing 
ratio of value as applied to the development of these 
inexhaustible resources of latent, natural wealth, 
we see an ever-expanding basis of public credit 
altogether incapable of present estimation. 

It therefore seems to me that the man who 
speaks of impending failure in our financial af- 
fairs is either grossly ignorant of the facts or 
mischievously designs to awaken distrust and 
Ll hope it is not true thata 
certain class of men, disappointed ande xasperated 
at the success of the cause of the Union and the 
progress of liberty, seek to gratify a malignant 
opposition by detraction of our public men, and 
an attempt to depreciate our true financial strength 
and success. 


The proof that we have a vast aggregate of real 


| wealth derived from fresh Territoriesand an act- 


ive population was made conclugive when the 
trials of this war began. Our productions then 
rgse to their real value, and were freely’ distrib- 
uted to Other nations. Cotton and the southern 





t 
+ 
, 
+ 
5 
4 

+ 


932 


staples fell off altogether, yet the vast reserve 
stocks of northern products at once rose to fill their 
lace. In 1858-59 we exported the values stated 
in the table herewith submitted, and, after deduct- 
ing imports, had a balance in our favor iv each 


year. 


Exports. Imports. Balances. 
)BIB-59. 2.2 eee ee 356,789 AG2 8338 765,150 $18,024,338 
1859-60. ccccve $00,122 205 362,164,941 $7,958,555 
MSP “Dh nc ccceseese 410,456,518 30,7 15 B35 60,080,983 


. 

In these three years cotton constituted a large | 
poruon of the value, and other southern staples 
were embraced in the exports. @here wasatthat | 
time no premium on gold. 

Next came two years of war, in which there 
wns nocottonexported, The undeveloped north- 
ern wealth then first rose to its true proportions: 


Exports. Imports. Balances. 
MSD-E8.. dees dete $229,790,980 205,819,823 $23,970,457 
1869-63... veeee. BO1,844,947 952.995,872 72,908,375 


‘Thus, in three years of trade, with all our sta- | 
ples to send abroad, we realized a total of credits 
amounting to the sum of $116,063,670, a most 
gratifying proof of the strength of the country. 

Yet, in the next two years, with war ona gi- 
gantic scale prevailing, and a total loss of what 
were then our chief exports, the credits arising 
from trade with foreign nations were $102,878,832, 
a sum nearly as large in two years as was the 
other in three years. 

Such being the material wealth of the country, 
its aggregates being so far beyond all European 
precedents, the question of itis and currency 
becomes more easily understood. Itis, however, 


true beyond all question that in all measures for |} 


the preservation of financial strength by the Gov- | 
ernment the taxes perform an indispensable and 
very important part. So long as they yield suf- 
ficient revenue for the ordinary expenses, includ- 
ing interest on the publie debt, the finances are 
in » sound condition, and even if great extraor- 
dinary expenses are incurred in astate of war, it 
is only necessary that the revenue should be suf- 
ficient to warrant the belief that in future all just 
demands will be promptly met. This must be 
by providing prompt payment of interest and lay- 
ing aside a fund for the ultimate redemption or 
payment of the principal, We are now engaged 
ina war in which the loss of life and property 
exceeds that ofany known in history. In addi- 
tion to this, the Government expenditures are of 


|, account, in correspondence for her twenty-two years, 


| hers, instead of footing up $967,000,000 it would have stood 


| condition ofa people taxed for twenty-two successive years, 


such magnitude as to astound those who, looking || 


only to the past in their estimate of the future, | 
fear that no adequate provision can be made for 
the public service and for payment. There isa 
greater amount of property of undoubted intrinsic 
value in the loyal States alone than in any two | 
countries of Europe; more grain, more cattle, 
more cultivated lands, more houses built, more | 
railroads constructed, There is also more activ- 
ity in the exchange and transfer of all these from | 
producer to censumer. The volume of currency 
required is directly proportioned to both amount | 
of property and activity of exchanges. There- 
fore the sum of money may be large and yet be 
safe. It must be large, and it must inerease with | 
the growth and the requirements of the country, | 

Whereis now of bank circulation lL suppose about 
$160,000,000; of United States notes, legal tender, 
$447,796,212; of United States notes, old issue, 
$1,323,336; of fractional currency, $18,745,720; of 
one year five per cent. notes, $5,860,000; of cer- 
tifientes of indebtedness, $134,872,000; in all, 
$608 600,268, (exclusive of $160,000,000 bank 
circulation,) instead of $1,000,000,000, as stated 
by my colleagues. And while the increase of cur- 
rency for the past two or three years has been 
quite large, in excess of the ratio of the increase of 
population, it has not been so largely dispropor- 
tianate to the increase in the ratio of the wealth of 
the country. 

it is not, then, Mr. Speaker, the system of 
finunce adaped by the Secretary of the Treasur 
that is defective. With the currency depreviated. 
or the precious metals held ata premium, we must 
resort toa more ample system of taxation, and 


more economy in expenditure as the proper cor- 
rectives, 


Debt is heavy or light in proportion to the re- 
sources of a State, England, with an enormous | 
debt, has a small muterial estate from which to | 
pry or sustain it, but a very profitable and activ 
trade, We have ten times the intrinsic wealth ff || 


| 
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England already, and shall have fifty times its | 
wealth in another twenty years. 
In regard to the comparative debt and compara- | 
tive resources of England during her continental 
war and the United States in this great national | 
struggle, to which my colleague [Mr. Fernanpo | 
W oop] referred with evident desire to disparage | 
. . . . ° nm . 
our own, and discriminate in favor of England, I 
shall draw upon Dr. Elder, of Philadelphia, for a 
scrap from his learned, comprehensive, and ac- 
curate work published in June last, upon the debt 
and resources of the United States: 

“There is, indeed, a general impression that the debt of 
Eugland, meaning its maximum amount in 18L6, ‘was 
forty years in growing,’ while ours is the growth of two 
years only, and that alreAdy it is relatively as large as 
theirs. But the fact is that England added §3,113,000,000 
to her debt in the twenty-two years of her great French 
wars, and expended besides no less than $5.471,000,000 de- 
rived from taxation, while the war expenditure of our two 
years isallin the form of debt execpt the sum of $17,000,000 
derived from taxation and other ordinary sources of reve 
nue beyond the ordinary peace expenditure of the country. 
In fair comparison, therefore, the Government account 
should be-charged with this $17,009,000 in addition to its 
loans of $899,000,000, making $916,000,000; and England’s | 


, 


would be her increase of debt and 85,471 000,000 of taxes, 
amounting together to $8,584,000,000, or more than nine 
times the equal of ours. Of the total revenue of the period 
our Treasury derived but 14} percent. from taxation. Eng- 
lanud’s exchequer drew 63 per cent. of hers from that 
source. If the British loans had borne the proportion of 
ours to receipts from Ordinary sources, her debt in 1316, 
without the current interest added, would have stood at 
$10,560,009,009 instead of $4,300,000,000; and if our debt 
had been kept down by a system of taxation equivalent to 


on the Ist of May last at $380,000,000, less the accruing | 
interest on the surplus of $587,000,000. This should be 
remembered whenever a comparison of the growth and the 
amount of our present debt with that of Englands is insti 
tuted. : 3 

** So far as the national resources and our relative ability 
to meet our debt are concerned, these $587,000,000 are to 
be regagded as undrawn revenue in the pockets of the peo- 
ple. ‘This amount substracted, along with $10,000,000 of cur- 
rent interest upon the sum, would leave our debt, old aud 
new, at $427,000,000. 

“Nor is this view of the case either illogical or unprac 
tical. On the contrary, itis far below the true statement 
of our advantage, for it still leaves us fresh, untaxed, unex- 
hausted, and almost untouched, while England was in the 


to the average amount of $248,000,000 a year, with an in- 
terest account rising, steadilwand rapidly, from $47,250,000 
at the beginning, to $161,250,000 at the end of the term. 
Moreover, be it remembered that in 1816 the population 
of Great Britain was but 19,300,000, the total value of 
their property $10,450,000,000, and their annual products 
worth but $1,667.000,000 ; while the population of the loyal 
States, in 1863, is 24,000,000, the value of their property, at 
the marketrates of 1860, $13,395,000,000, and their products 
of the current year worth $3,500,000,000; giving us the pres- 
ent advantage of 30 per cent. in population, 28 per cent. in 
property, and 110 per cent. of annual products. 

**'The just parallel in the statement of the respective debt | 
accounts of the tewo nations would be: England borrowed, 
for twenty-two running years, an average of $150,000,009 a 
year; we, for two years, 3185,000,000 perannum, (anequal | 
ratio of taxation being deducted from the actual loans,) with 
a differenee of wealth and resources iu our favor more than 
equalto the difference against us in the amounts thus esti- 
mated.”’ 


Mr. Speaker, | have this further to remark. I 












| have no fear that the nefional currency will be- 


| objects of its founders secured, and the curse of 


| the Michelets, agree in this, that slavery cor- 


come worthicss, that the debt will be fearfully 
great beyond our ability to pay, or that the sys- 
tem of finance adopted by the Secretary will prove 
a disastrous failure. 

The country will rise from the perils of the crisis 
and rejoice if the Union shall be maintained, the 


slavery, which had demoralized the people of the 
South and was rapidly undermining the liberties 
of the whole people, shall perish inthe contest. 
All the higher historical authorities of modern 
times, the Boecks, the Grotes, the Arnolds, and 


rupted and devoured the ancient world. 
Wallan’s History of Slavery in Antiquity sets 
forth with remarkable clearness and accuracy the | 
ravages of slavery and its destruction of social 
order in ancient times. Mr. Bancroft has an es- 
say on the decline of the Roman empire, which, 
written in 1834 and describing a society which 
existed more than two thousand years ago, is in 
many particulars a curiously exact description of | 
our slaye States before the war: 
“When Tiberius Sempronius Graechus, on his way to | 
Spain toserve in the army before Numantia,traveled through 
Italy, he was led to observe the impoverishment of the great 
body of citizens ip the rural districts. Instead of little farms 
studding the country with their pleasant aspect, and nurs- | 
ing an independent race, he beheld nearly all the lands of 
Iialy engrossed by large proprietors, and the plow was in 
the hands of the slave.” = ° r . * He saw | 








March 38, 
the inhabitants of the Roman State divided into the fey 
wealthy nobles; the many indigent citizens 3 the still more 


’ 
numerous slaves. Reasoning correctly, he perceived 


that 


| it was slavery which crowded the poor freeman out of en. 








ployment and barred the way to his advancement.” 

Again he writes: 

“The aristocracy owned the soil and its cultivators, 
The vast capacity for accumulation, which the laws of 
society secure to capital in a greater degree than to per- 
sonal exertion, displays itself nowhere so clearly as inslaye. 
holding States, where the laboring class is but a portion of 
the capital of the opulent. As wealth consists chiefly jy 
land and slaves, the rates of interest are, from universaily 
operative causes, always comparatively high: the diff 
eulty of advancing with borrowed capital proportionally 
great. The small landhoider finds himself unable to con; 
pete with those who are possessed of whole cohorts of 
bondmen; his slaves, his lands, rapidly pass, in conse 
quence of his debts, into the hands of the more opulent, 
‘The large plantations are continually swallowing up the 
smaller ones ; and land and slaves come to be engrossed by 
a few.’ j 

Our far-sighted statesmen of an early day, Jef- 
ferson, Jay, Franklin, and others, saw and pro- 
claimed the effect of slavery upon our institutions, 
but their voice was not heeded. At last, not too 
late for freedom to triumph, comes the struggle, 
with the sacrifice of life, property, and the accu- 
mulation of debt. If, however, it shall result 
in the total destruction, the sweeping from our 
fair land every vestige of this corrupter of people 
and destroyer of nations, the horrors of the strife 
will be appeased, and there will be some compen- 
sation for the blood and the treasure which have 
been poured so freely upon the altar of our coun- 


| try, for her honor, unity, and safety, in the long 


generations of peace, prosperity, and happiness, 
which will follow. With the Union maintained, a 
people united and firmly intrenched in the highest 


| and most perfect liberty compatible with free goy- 


ernment, and the return to the whole people of 
those industries which enrich and elevate the 
masses of mankind, we shall be able to rise from 
the burden of debt, and from our vast and inex- 
haustible resources, with rapidly swelling reve- 
nues, attain the most ample wealth and independ- 
ence that have been known to any nation of the 
earth, and the unfaithful and the exciters of dis- 
trust and discredit will receive the reprehension 
of a just and discriminating people. 

I now renew the demand for the previous ques- 
tion on the pending amendment, as [ agreed with 
my colleague to do. 

Mr. HOLMAN. In order to have a test vote, 
I move to lay the bill and amendments upon the 
tuble. 

The question was put; and there were, upona 
division—ayes 34, noes 40; no quorum voting. 

Mr. HOLMAN demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. J. C. ALLEN. Before the roll-call is 
commenced [ desire to ask a question of the Chair. 
Suppose the bill and the pending amendments are 
laid upon the table, will the proposition of the 
gentleman from New York on the left, [Mr. Sres- 


| Bins,] and the proposition of the gentleman from 


New York on theright, [Mr. Fenton, ] be before 
the House? 


The SPEAKER. They will not unless by 


| unanimous consent of the House or by a two- 


thirds vote on Monday, or when the Committee 
of Ways and Means have a right to report. _ 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 54, nays 73; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Ancona, Augustus C. 
Baldwin, Bliss; Brooks, Broomall, Chanler, Coffroth, Daw 
son, Dennison, Eden, Eldridge, Finck, Ganson, Grider, 
Hall, Harding, Harrington, Charles M. Uarris, Herrick, 
Holman, Asahel W. Hubbard, William Johnsen, Kalb- 


| fleisch, Kernan, Law, Lazear, Mallory, McDowell, Mid- 
| dieton, William: H. Miller, James R. Morris, Morrison, 


Nelson, Noble, John O’Neill, Pendleton, Price, Pruyn, 
Radford, Samuel J. Randall, Rogers, James 8. Rollins, 
Ross, Scott, Starr, Stiles, Strouse, Stuart, Thomas, Tracy, 
Wadsworth, Ward, and Wheeler—54. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Anderson, Ash- 
ley, John D. Baldwin, Buxter, Beaman, Jacob B. Blair, 
Blow, Boutwell, Boyd, Ambrose W. Clark, Cobb, Cole, 
Henry Winter Davis, Dawes, Deming, Dixon, Donnelly, 
Driggs, Eckley, Eliot, Fenton, Garfield, Grinnell, Hale, 
Highy, Hooper, Hotchkiss, John H. Hubbard, Jenckes, 
Jutian, Kasson, Kelley, Francis W. Kelloggs, Loan, Long- 
year, Marvin, McClurg, MeIndoe, Samuel F. Miller, Moor- 
head, Morrill, Daniel Morris, Amos Myers, Leonard Myers, 
Norton, Charles O'Neill, Perham, Pike, Pomeroy, William 
H. Randall, Alexander H. Rive, John H. Rice, Schenck, 
Scofield, Shannon, Smith, Smithers, Spalding, Stebbins, 
Stevens, Thayer, Van Valkenburgh, William B. Washburn, 
Webster, Whalcy, Williams, Wilder, Wilson, Windom, 
aud Woadbridge—73. 


So the House refused to lay the Dill and the 
amendments on the table. 
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During the roll-call, 


Mr. NORTON stated that Mr. Arwotp had | 
been called home on account of sickness in his || 


amily. 
, The result of the vote having been announced 
as above recorded, the question recurred on sec- 
onding the demand for the previous question upon 
the pending amendment. 

Mr. PENDLETON. Would it be in order at 


this time to move the previous question upon the 


resolution as well as upon the pending amend- | 


ment? 
The SPEAKER. It would; and it would take 


priority of the demand for the previous question 
on the amendment 


Mr. PENDLETON. Then call the previous 
question on the resolution and the amendments. 
INTERNAL REVENUE BILL. 


Mr. MORRILL. Is it in order to make a re- 


ort from a committee of conference at this time? 
The SPEAKER. It is. 


Mr. MORRILL. Then I submita report from | 


the committee of conference on the internal rev- 
enue bill. 

‘The report was read, as follows: 

The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the amendments to the bill (H. R. No. 
122) to increase the internal revenue, and for other purposes, 
having met, after full and free conference have been un- 


able to agree. 
JOHN SHERMAN, 
DANIEL CLARK, 
THOMAS A. HENDRICKS, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 


JUSTIN 8. MORRILL, 
JOHN A. KASSON, 
R. P. SPALDING, 
Managers on the part of the House. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair would ask the 
gentleman from Vermont whether the Senate has 
yet acted on the report of the committee of con- 
ference? 
Mr. MORRILL. I do not know; but the pa- 
pers are in the possession ofthe House. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman is correct. 
Mr. MORRILL. Mr. Speaker, the committee 
of conference, after a full and free discussion of 
the subject, as has been reported, has been un- 
able to agree. The question has reached that po- 
sition that it becomes necessary for the House to 
recede or lose the bill. It is one of so much im- 
portance that I trust the House will consider it 
dispassionately, and as a question interesting to 
the whole country, The House having made its 
proposition to the Senate, the Senate is, of course, 
at liberty to recbive it, amend it, or reject it, as it 
pleases. Both Houses agree on the main subject 
of an increased tax; upon abranch of it, of minor 
amount, they differ. Shall we now lose the 
whole bill because we cannot obtain all we desire? 
The Senate has been willing to dispose of this 


subject in any manner that the House may see fit, | 
except that it will not adopt the principle of tax- | 


ing liquors on hand. That out of the question, 
there will be no disagreement between the two 
Houses. But as both my colleagues on the com- 
mittee [Messrs. Kasson and Spatpine] desire to 
speak on this» question, | shall give them the 
privilege of doing so, desiring in the mean time 
to hold the floor. 
gers as I now do make it, that the House recede 
rom its disagreement with the Senate. 

Mr. KASSON. Mr. Speaker, it has been the 
earnest hope of the majority of the conference 
committee on the part of the House that the Sen- 
ate would take into consideration especially the 
constitutional relations of the House to questions 
of revenue. It is the duty of the House, as the 
originating body, to present to Congress the sub- 


jects of taxation, the rates of taxation, and the |! 
general means by which the Government is to be | 
sustained. It was our opinion, sir, that the House | 


ought to have a greater degree of consideration 


given to its determination respecting the articles || 


that shall be subject to taxation, by way of equal- 
izing the burdens of taxation over the country. 
It was and is the opinion of the majority of 
the conference committee on the part of the House 
that you cannot, on any principle of justice, ex- 
empt from its due share of liability this article of 
distilled spirits on hand. It should bear, not all, 
necessarily, but a portion of the tax to be as- 


HE 






I shall make the motion, how- || 


sessePon the entire subject, the amount bearing | 


& certain relation to the entire increase of value 


2A 


levying that tax. 


In order toexplain the matter fully to the House 
|| I ought to state the views pressed by the majority 


stantially and briefly these: first, that you de- 
stroy the regular, legitimate, small distilling in- 
terest of the country, or very seriously embarrass 
it, by refusing to put any tax at all on the stock 
on hand, and putting this largely increased tax 


ondly, it was our opinion that when you raise the 
tax on distilled spirits, as proposed, you ought 
necessarily to protect the interest which you put 
| in jeopardy by that very act itself, and to pro- 
| tect it at least by an approximation to the princi- 
ple of justice, which would be, perhaps, to im- 
pose half the increased tax on distilled spirits held 
as an accumulated stock of merchandise on hand. 
We were willing and are willing to concede to 
the Senate to the extent of reducing the tax one 
half, in order to approximate, with a due sense 
of justice, what is required to sustain the relative 

interests of the country in regard to this subject 
| of taxation. 

Both these propositions have unfortunately failed 
up to this time; and, as stated by the gentleman 
| from Vermont, the question recurs now whether 
| the House is willing to lose this bill and take its 
chance of reaching a better result, on some prin- 
ciple of justice, in another bill, or whether we 
shall recede and go over entirely to the proposi- 
tions of the Senate. 

Before the mind of the House is made up on 
this subject, I call attention to the fact that the 
bill proposed by the Senate for a sliding scale is 
not satisfactory to the House, as shown by the 
vote upon it, and that that sliding scale is itself 
imperfect. Some gentlemen may have thought 
it too high. I consider it in one respect too low. 
And I call the attention particularly of gentlemen 
representing agricultural districts to the fact that 
if you refuse to tax the stock of liquor on hand, 
and if, in-addition to that, you give no great in- 
ducements to continue the manufacture up to the 
1st of January, you will seriously embarrass (so 
far as affected by this market) the sale of the har- 
vests of the coming fall—of all the agricultural 
interests that are affected byit. Every distillery 
demands hogs and cattle for fattening, and con- 
sumes a large amount of fuel, also furnished by 
the farmers. : 

By the decided increase of the rate of taxation 
after the Ist of January, you keep in operation 
every distillery of the country, as has been done 
heretofore night and day to some extent to antici- 

ate this proposed increase of taxation. What 

think, therefore, it is the duty of the House to 











| 


proposed by the géntleman from Vermont, [Mr. 
Morkritt,] is to put your tax in anticipation, on 
the Ist of January, higher than is proposed by 
the sliding scale of the Senate. You should put 
it at such a point as to increase the revenues for 


| You produce both results. You increase the reve- 
nue largely by stimulating production in antici- 


produce a special market for the products of the 
farmer during the fall. Itis for these reasons that 
I think it.is the duty of the House to insist on its 
disagreement, though it may endanger the loss of 
the bill. The responsibility must rest with that 
body which does not, like this House, represent 
| the people, but yet controls and defeats in this 
| manner a measure of revenue which we originate. 


of my district and to the people of the country, 


exempting from taxation an interest which bears 
it by common consent so easily as the interest 
| which we propose to tax. 

Mr. Speaker, it is not only the opinion of the 


commercial centers. 
prise on the action of Congress in releasing the 
stock upon hand from taxation. I beg to call the 
attention of the House, in justification of what I 


order that they may see the view taken at the 
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of ghe managers on our part. ‘They were sub- | 


on every gallon to be hereafter distilled; sec- | 


do, if the House recedes from its disagreement as | 


this year, for we know that the operations of our | 
various tax bills have failed to procure the reve- | 
nue anticipated and estimated for the current year. 


pation of the tax on the Ist of January, and also | 


For myself | cannot justify myself to the people | 


when we need so many millions more than we are | 
realizing from our present system of taxation, in | 


| agricultural portions of the country, but of the || 
They look with great sur- | 


say, to the expression of the public journals, in |) 





created by the action of the Government itself in | commercial centers as well as in the rural dis- 


| tricts. I take the following from the New York 
|| Herald, from an issue of that paper shortly after 
dhe second action of the House in which they re- 


|| ceded from their action taxing whisky on hand. 
It reads thus: 


“Tue Favorep Crass.—The House of Representatives 
has decided that the favored class, to be enriched at the 
expense of all other classes and the Treasury, shall be the 
Whisky speculators. Such is the lobby power of whisky.”’ 


From the New York Tribune I might read ex- 
pressions substantially the same. They are pa- 
pers representing both political parties of the coun- 
try, and they may be presumed to be impartial in 


their expression on this subject, so fur as its par- 
tisan effect is concerned. 


I beg to read from the great commercial papers 
of the Northwest. From the Chicago Times I 
read this: 


“We repeat, ‘ who believes that with no new facts suly 
| mitted, and with the sentiment of the country overwhehn 
| ingly the other way, the whisky vote can have been hon 
estly run up from thirty-three to seventy-seven?’ Who can 
doubt the character of the Influences brought to bear? But 
then, again, who can doubt that ‘loyal Union’ Congress 


| men, ‘engaged in the interests ef God and hamanity,’ have 
acted honestly r” 


To that the Chicago Tribune on its part says: 


“We agree with the Chicago organ of the rebels that the 
whisky vote ‘ could not have been honestly run up fromthir 
ty-three to seventy-seven ;’ we believe that bribery ran itup; 
we agree with the secesh concern also that the ‘sentiment 
of the country was overwhelmingly in favor of levying the 
forty cents tax on whisky in the hands of specutators,’’’ 





Now, sir, it will not be considered for a mo- 
ment that I entertain in the slightest degree any 
confidence in the allegation that bribery has been 
used in this House. I cite these articles in the 
papers to show that the principal commercial cen- 
| ters of the country, and the commercial organs at 
the leading commercial centers, insist that it is the 
duty of the House to tax this article of distilled 
spirits on hand. 

Mr. STEVENS. If the gentleman does not 
indorse the slanders of those papers, why does 
he read them? 

Mr. KASSON. } told the gentleman why | 
read them—not to indorse the intimations, but to 
show their declarations, that the action proposed 
by the gentleman from Vermont (Mr. Morrie] 
is not in accordance with the interests or the 
opinions of the country; and to show further that 
the effect of that action wjll be to convince the 
people of the country that improper influences 
have been used. I do not suppose the péople are 
fully aware, away from Washington, tlfat there 


is absolute and perfect purity on the part of this 
Congress! 


Mr. SCHENCK. Task the gentleman to give 
another paragraph from the commercial centers. 

Mr. KASSON. I saw that. It is a contribu- 
tion and not an editorial. 

Mr. SCHENCK. It is from a commercial 


center. 

Mr. KASSON. I have shown that the leadin 
organs of both parties at the versa abenitiaiebal 
points of the country do not justify but condemn 
the course of Congress in exempting from the 
operation and burdens of taxation an interest so 
| large as that of distilled spirits in question. Itis 
for that object, and that object only, that [ have 
cited theseextracts. No gentleman has heard me 
|| make an imputation, and I make none,and | read 
from the papers only for the purpose I have stated. 
That, [ trust, gentlemen will fully understand. 

The question recurs whether we shail abandon 
| the bill by insisting on our disagreement, or 
| whether we shall recede from our disagreement 
and take the tax that the Senate are willing to give 
us on whisky. 

For the reasons I have already stated, and for 
the further reason that when a new bill is intro- 
| duced into the House you may settle that bill ac- 
cording to the original theory, with a higher raté 
of tax, and carry the tax back to the date when 
the bill was presented by the Committeeof Ways 
and Means, for example to the 12th of January, 
a point to which the Senate might agree, | think 
itthe duty of the House to insist upon its dis- 
agreement, and to endeavor, at least, to make this 
| whole interest bear its fair share of the burdeha 
| of the Government in the best form in which it 

ean be provided for in a new bill. 
For these reasons, in addition to what my col- 
(| league [Mr. Sratpine] may have to say upon the 


























ee ee 





INE AE + Wie OR | a= 


934 THE. CO 


subject, | have deemed it my duty, in concurrence | 
with him, to ask the House to insist upon its dis- | 
agreement, and consequently to reject the propo- 

sition made by the gentleman from Vermont, 

[Mr. Mornitt.] 

Mr.SPALDING. Whensome weeks ago the 
roposition came from the gentleman from New 
a k, on the other side of the House, {[Mr. Fer- | 
wanpo Woop,] to place a duty upon spirits on 
hand, the proposition met instantaneously my ap- 
probation, not because I had any peculiar anxiety 
to favor the source from whence the proposition 
emanated, but because I supyosed it to be in 
itself eminently just and proper. Since then | 
have given this subject my best attention in listen- 
ing to the many arguments which have been made 
upon this bill pro and con. upon this exciting sub- | 
ject. [have attended the committee of confer- | 
ence between the two Houses; and I have there 
heard a portion of the same arguments again; and 
I can say, as the conclusion of the whole matter, 
so far as | am concerned, that I speak under a 
high sense of my responsibility to this country 
when I advise this House to be true to itself, and 
adhere to the position which it has heretofore 
maintained upon this subject. I do this with all 
due respect for the other body in this Congress; 
but I think the best interests of this country im | 
this great exigency require that we should render 
available all property which may be productive of | 
duty; and | know of none which will bear it more 
casily than this liquor now on hand, 

Why, Mr. Speaker, this is a revenue bill, and 
appropriation bills originate in this popular branch 
of Congress. As one feature of that revenue bill, 
we sought to impose a duty upon this liquor 
on hand. We first passed the bill. It went to 








the other branch of Congress. They saw proper 
to strike out that proposition, and the question is 
now whether we shall recede from the position 
we first assumed, or whether the Senate shall give 
way from theiramendment striking out our prop- 
osition of taxing this property. There can beno 
two minds differing in this House upon the sub- 
ject of the necessiues of the country for all the 
duties that we can raise upon this article, whether 
it be presentor prospective. 

Now we are told by some that the duty pro- 
posed to be laid upon liquors on hand went raise 
a revenue of from four to five million dollars. I 
have been told by men who profess to be better 
versed in the mattér thin myself that that revenue 
would be nearer twenty-five or thirty millions 
than four or five millions. Furthermore we are 
told that we shall ruin the manufacturers of the 
article by imposing a duty on liquor on hand. 
Will nota fair investigation show toany sensible 
mind that the reverse of this in all onahabilite will 
be the case? It cannot admit of a doubt that so 
soon as Congress shall have passed a bill impos- 
ing a duty of from fifty cents to one dollar wpon 
all liquors to be manufactured hereafter, the liquor 
on hand will at once adjust its price to the taxes | 
thus prospectively laid. Hence the holders—some | 
call them speculators—the holders of this prop- | 
erty which thus receives the benefit of the law 
which we are about to enact, putting a prospective 
duty upon all liquor to be manufactured, will at | 
once have the benefit of the rise of the market; and | 
will not many of them realize large fortunes? The | 
distillers are to be taxed on what they manufac- | 
ture hereafter; and may not many of the large | 
manufacturers, who by the operation of this bill | 
upon the liquors on hand realize their hundred, 
two hundred, or five hundred thousand dollars, 
think proper tosay, “ Let the distilleries be closed 
hereafter; we have realized our gain by the re- 
missness of Congress to tax this property on hand, 
and we will be careful how we manufacture any 
more to meet the increased duties to be hereafter 
imposed;"* and hence the public will be disap- 
pointed again, as they have ess heretofore, in the 
amount of revenue to be realized from the impo- 
sition of ~ tax upon the manufacture of this ar- 
ticle, 

Mr. Speaker it is said to be against public 
policy, if not against previous precedents, to im- 
pose a tax upon an article manufactured when 
that article has once been taxed in the process of 
manufacture. Sir, we are living in times when 
gpg must give way to the public interests, | 

e are called upon every day to make appro- 
priations here for the public benefit, and the in- 
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vast appropriations? I say to this House that if 

ou let this tax upon the whisky on hand go by, 
it will not be many days before you will be met 
with a billemanating from the Committee of Ways 
and Means to tax the lands of the small farmers 
of the country; and in view of that, I ask gentle- 
men.to pause before they agree to the position 
taken by the Senate to leave thisarticle out of the 
scale of taxation. 

I hope, sir, that the House will vote down the 
proposition to recede, and in place thereof vote to 
adhere to the position which they have thus far 
so well sustained before the country. 

Mr. MORRILL resumed the floor. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I ask the gentleman from 
Vermont to yield to me for about ten minutes. 

Mr. MORRILL. I will yield the gentleman 
ten minutes of my time. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Mr. Speaker, I intend to 
vote for the motion to recede on the part of the 
House and accept the bill of the Senate, and I 
proposé to make a remark or two in explanation 
of that vote. 

I am one of those among the members upon 
this floor who, approving the object and the gen- 
eral character of the bill as it was first reported 
from the Committee of Ways and Means, voted 
for the bill, voted for it in its various stages, and 
have continued to vote for it, believing, as I do, 
that it is founded upon the true principle of tax- 
ation, and that the attempt to amend it so as to 
extend the tax from manufactured articles not 
hitherto taxed to the stock on hand which has 
heretofore been subject to taxation, is in violation 
of the principles of legislation which we ought 
to observe. 


I believe, from the remarks that my colleague 
[Mr. Spacpine] has just made, that perhaps I 
do not differ much from the gentlemen who take 
a different view of this subject, or at least vote 
upon a different side of the question, in entertain- 
ing that conclusion, for my colleague has just re- 
marked that it is necessary not to adhere to pre- 
cedents, but to put precedents out of the way in 
consideration of the necessities of the country. 
Sir, you would be abandoning precedents if you 
should undertake to pile tax upon tax, and thus 
interfere with and discourage the production of 
manufactures and importations into the country. 

This whole matter, as it strikes my mind, is 
simply this, a guestion between raising or other- 
wise changing the tax which you impose upon a 
particular production, and applying it to that pro- 
duction which has not been heretofore taxed, thus 
keeping faith with the citizens of the country and 
the manufacturers of the country in regard to all 
taxes previously imposed, or of abandoning that 
faith, and, not satisfied with taxing that which may 
hereafter be produced, extending the tax and 
piling itagain upon that which has previously been 
the subject of taxation. That isthe simple propo- 
sition of the House bill, and itis because I Peliove 
that there is a violation of principle in adopting 
any such course that [ have from the beginning 
sustained the Committee of Ways and Means 
upon this subject. 

Gentlemen say you may tax and repeat your 
tax. I do not deny the power of Congress todo 
so. It isthe question of the expediency and pro- 
priety of the exercise of that power, as it regards 
due consideration of the rights and interests of 
the citizens of the country, of which I speak. I 
know that after having once imposed an impost 
duty yqu may repeat that impost duty, though it 
might often be attended with some inconvenience 
tu do so. Having imposed an excise duty, you 
may repeat that excise ay upon the same ar- 
ticle; but | hold thatif you do so it is in violation 
of the confidence which you endeavored to culti- 
vate in the citizens, that they might understand, 
when they had once met their obligetines to the 
Government, whether they had done with these 
obligations and stood acquitted or not, 

You may reach, it is said, the stock of spirits on 
hand, as you can do, and you may reach it justly 
and without aay breach of faith. You may tax 
the capital employed in the trade; you may im- 
pose a tax on the income; you may levy a tax for 
the use of the article, But I am speaking now 
not of any tax of that character, but of an excise 


Now, sir, I consider this as a new question, and | 


| 
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a 
quiry comes up in tones of thunder, from whence | duty laid for the purpose of ppemnting as a license 
are you to derive the means to supply all these’|| for the production or manufacture o 


the article 
or for the bringing of the article into the country. 
The gentleman from Iowa has said that when you 
impose a tax on liquors distilled in the country jt 
operates against distillation, unless you go further 
and tax all that has been previously distilled ang 
taxed. , 

What is there in that argument that docs not 
apply with precisely the same force and to the 
same extent to any impost duty on any article 
brought by ships into the country? Dry goods 
are imported, hardware is imported. ou im- 
pose upon them a duty of twenty, thirty, or forty 
per cent., as the case may be. The moment you 
increase that duty the same clamor may be raised, 
‘*Oh, the tax operates on these dry goods, on this 
hardware, on these article¥ heretofore imported, 
and it gives an advantage to those who have stocks 
on hand. You must follow those stocks into the 
private warehouse, into the public store, and pu 
on the increased tax for the protection of the im- 
porter.’? And yet, Mr. Speaker, nobody ever 
thought of doing such a thing. When you have 
once laid an impost duty on goods brought into 
the country for sale, you thereby make a decla- 
ration to importers, not only at home but abroad, 
that they may safely trade on the faith of the 
United States and bring their goods here, as that 
is the amount of tax to be imposed upon them. 
If those goods are afterwards to be followed up 
whenever the condition of the country is sup- 
posed to require it and made to pay an increased 
rate of duties, who will be found to import goods 
into the country on the faith of laws that have no 
consistency, no security, no certainty, that are 
made to vary from time to time in this manner 
at the mere caprice of a majority in the legisla- 
tive body? 

That which is true in that regard of imported 
goods is no less true of goods produced in the 
country and paying the duties imposed on them. 
The payment of those duties is the license which 
the Government charges for the production of the 
particulararticle. This does not prevent the Gov- 
ernment from afterwards increasing the duty. It 
does not prevent the Government from levying 
income tax on the profits of the business. It does 
not prevent the increase of tax on articles em- 
ployed in the business. But itisa declaration to 
the world that so far as that particular production 
is concerned, you have claimed from the producer 
all that you require for the support of the Gov- 
ernment, as his payment for the privilege of pro- 
ducing. . 

Now, sir, for standing by this old, well-known, 
established practice of the Government, for stand- 
ing by this system which the gentleman from 
lowa himeelf Mr. Kasson] says is the precedent, 
gentlemen are assailed on all hands, as if, for- 
sooth, they had proposed something new and 
heretofore unknown in the*land. So far from be- 
ing innovators, so far from proposing some new 
principle, so far from advancing a novelty, I 
claim that the Committee of Ways and Means 
and those members of the House who have sus- 
tained the committee, have wisely adhered to the 
old, fixed principles of taxation, and should not be 
driven from their position by any clamor, even 
though thatclamor be about whisky. 

This article of spirits seems to have inflamed 
the minds of gentlemen. I have sat silent all the 
way through; I have not opened my lips om the 
subject before. But I felt that I could not say 
less than I now do. When I see newspapers 
through the land, &nd gentlemen here—who are 
ashamed to indorse what the newspapers say, and 
yet feel it becoming the dignity of the House and 
of themselves to read those scurrilous articles— 
charging everybody who adheres to an old prin- 
ciple of taxation with being corrupt, with being 
bought up by whisky speculators, I feel it due to 
myself and to others occupying the same position 
to repel and denounce that charge as an infamous 
and scandalous one, unworthy of those who make 
it, and unworthy to be repeated here. 

The SPEAKER. The time of the gentleman 
from Ohio has expired. ' . 

Mr. SCHENCK. I hope the gentleman will 
permit me to say simply this: the gentleman has 
referred to comments of the newspapers of the 
country upon this as a strange and anowalous 
position. The newspapers in my district have 
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made comments of this character. 
think the newspapers are wrong. And, whether 
the newspapers think me wrong or not, while act- 
ing from my sober sense of duty in this matter, 
so help me God, I will vote according to my con- 


; 1] 
But, sir, I | 





victions, whether it is in accordance with their || 


opinions or not. 

Mr. MORRILL resumed the floor. 

Mr. J.C. ALLEN. Lask the gentleman from 
Vermont to yield to me for five minutes. 

Mr. MORRILL. I have agreed ‘to yield five 
minutes of my time to the gentleman from Ohio, 
[Mr. Gareiecp,] and I do not think I am justi- 
fied in yielding further. 
from Ohio. 

Mr. GARFIELD. 
subject that I have steadily voted in favor of tax- 
ing the spirits on hand since this matter has been 
before the House, and I have given my reasons 
for thus voting. 

I have said, and I repeat now, that there is no 
one article that will bear taxation as well as the 
article of spirits. I read in accounts of the system 
of taxation in Great Britain, where, perhaps, the 
tax system has been more perfectly systematized 
than in any other country in the world, that 
£65,000,000 are raised by internal taxation upon 


everydescription of property ,of which£35,000,000 


are raised upon fourarticles, one of which is spirits, 
another tobacco, another tea, and another sugar in 
its various forms. And I know that these articles 
will bear taxation more than alt other articles. 
This very day, as I understand, in England a 
gallon of spirits pay8 a tax of $3 18 in our cur- 
rency. And yet there is no less manufactured 
and no less consumed than was consumed years 
ago, when the tax was much lighter. 

Sir, I have steadily advocated and I still advo- 
cate a heavy tax upon this article. I wish it had 
been made heavier than even is proposed in this 
bill. But what has been the course of our legis- 
lation here? We have consistently voted to tax 
the stock on hand, and have pressed that propo- 
sition upon the Senate to the extent of our power. 
But from some cause the majority of forty with 
which we started out has, in the presence of va- 
rious influences, dwindled down. I have never 
said, nor do I now say, that any man has been 
suborned, or that any man in this House has 
been bribed; and no consideration of fear of be- 
ing charged with bribery would deter me from 
youne in this matter as I believe to be just and 
right. 

But I call the attention of gentlemen in this 
House with whom I have all along acted in this 
matter to the condition in which the bill is now 
presented tousto-day. The interests of the eoun- 
try require that we should furnish means by 
which the public revenue shall be increased. The 
committees which we have appointed to repre- 
sent the wishes of a majority of the House in our 
conferences with the Senate have not been able 
to come to any agreement with that body. The 
House refused to concur in the report of the first 
committee. The second committee failed to agree. 
The third committee in like manner have failed 
to agree, and now the question arises, shall we 
kill the bill by still adhering to our proposition, 
or shall we yield to the position of the Senate? 

Mr. Speaker, I do not believe it is wise or pa- 
triotic in us to destroy the whole bill, with much 
that is valuable in it, because we cannot get in it 
all that we desire. For myself, while I do not 
abate one jot or tittle of my opinions as to the 
wisdom or propriety of taxing the stock on hand, 
1 am now in favor of concurring in the amend- 
ments of the Senate. And I wish it to be dis- 
tinctly understood that in taking that position I 
do it solely on the ground that if we allow the 
delay that will occur by killing this bill and in 
getting up a new bill and passing it, we shall 
waste more money than we should save by insist- 
ing upon our point in anew bill. I believe there 
is no hope of carrying our point with the Senate. 
They have, by a majority of more than two to 
one, insisted upon their original action in this 
respect, and it does not seem to me that, having 
in view the whole interests of the country, we 
ought longer to hold out in this issue between the 
two Houses. I shall therefore vote to concur in 
the amendments of the Senate. 

Mr. MORRILL took the floor. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE. I ask the gentleman 
from Vermont to* yield to me for a moment. 





I yield to the gentleman | 


I desire to say upon this | 








Mr. MORRILL. I would be glad to accom- | : 
modate my wenn I have declined to yield || measure because it is a new principle. If we are 
t 


to gentlemen on the other side of the House, and 


| therefore am not at liberty to do so. 


Mr. Speaker, this question has been so thor- 
oughly discussed that | do not propose to discuss 
the merits of the proposition to any great extent. 


members of the House on all ne of reve- 


_nue, when they came to a final vote, treat them 


| fore Congress, this proposition, | confess, is the || 
Gentlemen 


fairly; but of all questions which have been be- 


one that has generated most heat. 
seem unwilling to listen to argument or to change 


| opinion under any circumstances or under any 


state of facts. They both vote and talk for vic- 


| tory, reckless of principle or policy. 


Mr. Speaker, | desire to call the attention of 
the House to the condition of the bill, provided 
my motion to recede from our disagreement to 
the Senate is agreed to. 
it will leave a tax of sixty centsa gallon upon all 
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If the motion prevails, | 





manufactured from this time up to the Istof July; | 


after that, and up to the Ist of January, 1865, it 
will impose a tax of seventy cents per gallon; then 
it will impose a tax of eighty cents per gallon. 
It will be seen by this exposition of the bill that 
it will raise, provided our consumption is as it 
has been computed to be, seventy million gallons 
a year, $14,000,000 per annum, after January 
next; more than the bill would as it was sent to 
the Senate from the House. We have already 
lost perhaps twice the.amount of revenue that is 
the subject of dispute between the two Houses. 
If we had passed the bill at the time it was intro- 
duced we should have gained certainly much 
more than any one now proposes to collect from 
those who have the article on hand, and have al- 
ready paid all the tax the Government has re- 
quired upon it. ’ 


But, sir, this proposition of levying a tax upon || 


the stock on hand is an experiment, at the very 
best. It has never been attempted before in this 
or in any other country. I know that it was as- 
serted the other day thatit had been done in Eng- 
land, but when we came to refer to the English 


in free warehouses, which had never before been 
subject to tax atall. Is it not better for us that 
we follow the examples of taxation and the ex- 


perience of our own Government, as well as that | 


of others, rather than to try this new policy about 
which there are so wide differences of opinion? 
As I have said on a former occasion it is imprac- 
ticable to enforce it. By the provision of the bill 
there is no limit as to the minimum quantity to 
be taxed. Itreaches, theoretically, the denaiioat 
as well as the largest quantity on hand. Prac- 
tically I think it would never touch either ex- 
treme. If this were to go into operation it would 
include not only what are called speculators, but 
the regular merchants engaged in their legitimate 
business. It taxes the man who is compelled to 
keep a stock upon hand to supply his customers. 
He has not bought it for the purpose of unusual 
speeulation, but to supply the demands of his 
customers; and unless he can realize the amount 
of the tax he will be subject to great loss. 

In many cases the notoriety of our intention to 


put a tax upon the stock on hand has increased | 


the price, and these parties have bought at a large 
advance upon what they would otherwise have 
had to pay. If we levy this tax in many of the 
commercial cities of the country it would pro- 
duce disastrous results upon persons who hold 
stocks thus accumulated. Others have bought 


for exportation, and the foreign demand having 


suddenly ceased, are thus caught with stocks on 
hand at high prices, for which there is now no sale. 
If we levy it at all, we levy such a tax eee the 
assumption that the party has been benefited by 
the rise in the price to the extent of the duty. But 
that cannot be true. The value will not be in- 
creased to the extent of the duty. And for this 
reason, that the country holds more than is 
wanted for consumption. Therefore we ought to 
have, if we intend to be just, a commissioner to go 
about and find the exact profit made by these so- 


called speculators, and grab that and no more. | 


Some will have made something and others noth- 
ing. Some will make three, five, ten, or possibly 
twenty cents 


who only have made three or five. 














r gallon: There would bea mani- || 
|| fest injustice in — forty cents upon those 
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But, Mr. Speaker, | am mainly opposed to this 


| to adopt it in regard to this matter, why not in 


regard to every other article? Why should we 
| 


| 


I have in the course of my experience found the || 


not adopt it in regard to leather, iron, cotton, wool, 
and every other article which we subject to tax- 
ation? 

The Senate committve were unanimous ip press- 
ing upon us—whatever their individual opinions 
might be with regard to taxing the stock on hand, 
they were unanimous in urging upon us as a duty 
that this bill should not be lost. make an earnest 
appeal to the House that we may recede from our 
disagreement, and allow the bill to become a law. 
The Government is in need of the money. I do 
not think we ought to allow pride of opinion or 
anything else to stand here alent higgling about 
so small a matter, and allow so large an amount 
of revenue to escape. | demand the previous 


| question. 


Mr. J.C. ALLEN. lLask the gentleman from 
Vermont to withdraw the call for the previous 
question for five minutes. 

Mr. MORRILL. There are so many gentie- 
men asking for the same thing on all sides, that I 
must decline to withdraw the call. 

Mr.STILES. 1 move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. BRANDEGEE demanded the yeas and 
nays upon agreeing to themotion to recede. , 

he yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 61, nays 71; as follows: 

YtEAS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Ancona, Baily, Francis 
P. Blair, Bliss, Blow, Broomall, Freeman Clarke, Cobb, 
Cole, Henry Winter Davis, Dawson, Dennison, Fenton, 


Finck, Gartield, Hall, Harding, Harrington, Higby, Holman, 
Hooper, William Johnson, Kelley, Knapp, Law, Lazear, 
Loan, Mallory, Marvin, McIndoe, Middleton, William H. 
Miller, Morrill, James R. Morris, Leonard Myers, Nelson, 
Nobie, Charles O'Neill, John O'Neill, Pendicton, Pomeroy, 
Pruyn, Samuel J. Randall, Rogers, Schenck, Scott, Shan- 
non, Smith, Smithers, Starr, Stevens, Stiles, Strouse, Stu- 


| art, Thayer, Van Valkenburgh, Voorhees, Wheeler, Wil- 
, | der, and Woodbridge—61. 
statutes we found that the tax was upon spirits || 


NAYS—Messrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Anderson, Ashley, 
Augustus C. Baldwin, John D, Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, 
Jacob B. Blair, Boutwell, Brandegee, James 8. Brown, 
Chanler, Ambrose W. Clark, Clay, Coffroth, Dawes, Dein- 
ing, Dixon, Donnelly, Eckley, Eden, Eldridge, Eliot, Frank, 
Ganson, Grinnell, Hale, Charles M. Harris, Herrick, Hotch- 
kiss, Asahel W. Hubbard, John H. Hubbard, Jenckes, Ju. 
lian, Kalbfleisch, Kasson, Francis W. Kellogg, Orlando 
Kellogg, Kernan, Longyear, McClurg, Samuel! fF. Miller, 
Moorhead, Daniel Morris, Morrison, Amos Myers, Norton, 
Perham, Pike, Price, William H. Randall, Alexander H. 
Rice, Join H. Rice, James 8. Rollins, Ross, Scotield, Spat- 
ding, Stebbins, John B. Steele, Thomas, Tracy, Wads 
worth, Ward, William B. Washburn, Webster, Whaley, 
Williams, Wilson, and Windom—71. 


So the motion was not agreed to. 


During the call of the roll, 

Mr. DRIGGS stated that he had paired off with 
Mr. Lovegor, otherwise he would have voted in 
the negative. 

«Mr, WILSON moved to reconsider the vote 
last taken; and also moved to lay the motion to 
reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to, 


Mr. GRINNELL. I move that the House 
insist upon its disagreement to. the amendments 
of the Senate, and request another committee of 
conference. 

Mr. STEVENS. I move that the House ad- 
here to its disagreements. 

The SPEAKER. The motion to insist, and 
ask another committee of conference, will take 
precedence of the motion to adhere, 

Mr. GRINNELL. I make my motion, be- 
cause I believe this matter can be compromised 
without waiting six weeks, 

Mr. STEVENS. That cannot be done. 

Mr. MORRILL, I call for tellers upon the mo- 
tion to insist. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. STEVENS. | now move that the House 
adhere to its diaagreement. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. STEVENS moved to reconsider the vote 
last taken; and also moved to lay the motion to 
reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

And then, on motion of Mr. KNAPP, (at half 
past four o’clock, p. m.,) the House adjourned. 
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IN SENATE. 
Fripay, March 4, 1864. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. SunpeRLanp. 
‘The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION, 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a report of the Secretary of War, communi- 
cating, in compliance with a resolution of the Sen- 
ate of the 1]th of January, information relating to 
the arrestand imprisonment, by the military au- 
thorities in Missouri, of soldiers belonging to the 
ninth Minnesota regiment; which was ordered to 
lie on the table, and be printed. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. POMEROY presented « memorial of the 
Council and House of Representatives of the Le- 





gisiative Assembly of New Mexico in favor of a 
grant of lands, money, or bonds, to aid in the con- 
struction of a branch railroad and telegraph line 
to connect with similar lines on the western line 
of the State of Kansas, and running through Colo- 
rado, New Mexico, and Arizona, connecting with 
the Central Pacific railroad of California; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Pacific 
Railroad, and ordered to be printed, 

He also presented resolutions of the Legisla- 
ture of Kansas in favor of a grant of money or 
bonds to aid in the speedy construction of the 
Atchison, Topeka,and Santa Fé railroad; which 
were referred to the Committee on the Pacific 
Railroad, and ordered to be printed, 

Mr. WILKINSON” presented a memorial of 
the Legislature of Minnesota in favor of the es- 
tablishment of a mail route from the city of St. 
Cloud, Minnesota, via Fort Abercrombie and 
Bannock City, to. Fort Walla-Walla, to connect 
with other mail routes running through Oregon 
and Washington Territory; which was referred 
to the Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads, 
und ordered to be printed, 

He also presented a memorial of the Legisla- 
ture of Minnesota in favor of an extension of the 
benefits of the pension law to the widows and or- 
phans of those who were engaged in the service 
of the United States in suppressing the late raid 
of the Sioux Indians in that State; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. HARLAN presented a petition of citizens 
of lowa, praying for an extension of the act of 
March 3, 1857, for the relief of purchasers and 
locators of swamp and overflowed lands, so as to 
make good the titles of bona fide purchasers; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas, presented resolutions 
of the Legislature of Kansas in favor of a grant 
of lands to aid in the construction of a railroad 
and telegraph line from the eastern line of the 
State to mtersect the Atchison, Topeka, and Saata 
Fé railroad; which were referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr.SUMNER. 1 offer the petition of William 
H. Jameson, a paymaster in the United States 
Army, who sets forth that he was on board the 
steamer Ruth at the time it was burned on the 
Mississippiriver; that alarge sum of money was 
lost by him at that time, and, at the same time, | 
some of his vouchers; and he prays Congress, by | 
a- special act, to direct the Paymaster General of 
the United States to enter a credit in his favor for | 
the sum for which such vouchers were lost. I | 
ask its reference to the Committee on Claims. 

It wae so referred. 

Mr. RAMSEY. I present the memorial of the | 
First National Bank of St. Paul, Minnesota, rep- 
resenting that on the 19th day of December of last 
year, they transmitted a package directed to Hon, 
F. E. Spinner, Treasurer of the United States at 
Washington, containing twenty-five five-twenty | 
bonds of the denomination of $1,000 each, ten 
five-twenty United States registered certificates of 
$1,000 each, bearing interest from December 2, 
1863, and all of them payable to the Treasurer of || 
the United States in trust for the First National 
Bank by the president of said bank; that upon || 
each and every of said five-ewenty bonds there | 
was indorsed an assignmentin the form required 
by the regulations of the Treasury Department. | 
‘These bonds and certificates were being sent to |, 
the United States Treasurer to be deposited under || 
the conditions of the act of February, 25, 1863, || 
as a basis for the issue of circulating currency || 





| 
j 
| 
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| registered certificates, nor any part thereof, have 
| been recovered, although every effort has been 


| tificates for those stolen. 1 move that the memo- 





notes to said bank, and they were intrusted to | tion of overland emigration to the States and Ter- 
Franklin Steele, Esq., who was about visiting || 


Washington,and by him were deposited in a trav- 
eling-trunk, which trunk was placed at the time 
of his departure upon the boot of the stage. Dur- 
ing the night of December 21, 1863, the stage 
was robbed of the trunk and securities, together 
with certain property and money belonging to 
said Steele; and neither the trunk nor bonds and 


made to do so. The memorialists pray that an 
act may be passed for their relief, authorizing the 
Secretary of the Treasury to issue bonds and cer- 


rial be referred to the Committee on Finance. 
The motion was agreed to. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. NESMITH, it was 


Ordered, That the meinorial of Charles McCormick, an 
assistant surgeon in the Army, praying for compensation for 
extra services, be taken from the files of the Senate and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs and the Militia. 


On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of John Gordon, a messenger 
in the Post Office Department, praying ‘or compensation 
for extra services pertormed out of office hours, be taken 
from the files of the Senate and referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 


PRINTING OF BILLS. 


On motion of Mr. LANE, of Kansas, it was 


Ordered, That the joint resolution (8S. No. 32) for the 
removal of the refugee Indians iu Kansas to their homes in 
the Indian country, be printed. 


On motion of Mr. WADE, it was 


Ordered, That the bill (8. No. 143) making appropria- 
tions for the repair, preservation, and contpletion of certain 
public works bereto(ore commenced under the authority of 
law, be printed. 


BILLS BECOME LAWS. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk, announced that 
the President of the United States had approved 
and signed on the 29th of February the following 
bills and joint resolution: 

A bill (H. R. No. 26) reviving the grade of lieu- 
tenant general in the United States Army; 

A bill (H.. R. No. 230) to extend the time for 
the withdrawal of goods from public stores and 
bonded warehouses, and for other purposes; and 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 42) authorizing 
the payment of prize money, due to Commander 
Abner Read, United States Navy, to his widow, 
Constance Read. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. LANE, of Kansas, from the Committee 
on Military Affairs and the Militia,to whom was 
referred the bill (8. No. 119) to reorganize and 
promote the. efficiency of the Army chaplains’ 
department, reported adversely thereon. 

r. NESMITH, from the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs and the Militia, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (S. No. 118) to promote the effi- 
ciency of chaplains in the Army of the United 
States, and define their rank, pay, and emolu- 
ments, reported adversely thereon. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. NESMITH asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (8S. No. 
149) granting lands to the State of Oregon to aid in 
the construction ofa military road from Portland 
to Dalles City; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


WILLIAM YOCOM. 


Mr. DAVIS submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to comuunicate to the Senate a copy of the charge 


or chaiges, the sentence or judgment, the proofs and all the | 
papers and proceedings, including his pardon, counected | 


with the case of Willian Yocom, of the State of Ilinois, 
or of the State of Kentucky ; and also if the said Yocom is 


now in prison; and ifso, where, and for how long a term. 


BILLS BECOME LAWS. 


A message from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Nicovay, his Secretary, announced 
that the President hud approved and signed, on 


| the 3d instant, the following bills: 


A bill (S. No. 94) to authorize the settlement of 
the accounts of Paymaster E. C. Doran; and 
A bill (S. No. 140) to provide for the protec- 
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ritories of the Pacific. 
PACIFIC RAILROAD. 


Mr. POMEROY. I ask the consent of the 
Senate to submit an amendment to a bill which 
is now before the select committee on the Pacific 
railroad, which I desire to have printed in order 
| that the committee may consider it in connection 
| with the bill. It is an amendment to the bill (S. 
No. 132) to amend an act entitled * Anact to aid 
in the construction of a railroad and telegraph 
line from the Missouri river to the Pacific ocean, 
and to secure to the Government the use of the 
same for postal, military, and other purposes,” 
approved July 1, 1862. Lask that the amendment 
be printed and referred to the select committee on 
| the Pacific railroad. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be so re. 
ferred, and the order to print will be made, if there 
be no objection. 


STATISTICAL CENSUS TABLES. 


Mr. BROWN. With the permission of the 
Senate, I should like to call up a resolution that 
| offered some weeks ago, and which is now lying 

on the table. 
| The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the following resolution sub- 
mitted by Mr. Brown on the 17th of February; 

Resolved, ‘That the Superintendent of the Census be re 
quired to prepare for the Senate statistical tables expressing 
in full the population of the United States, classing accord- 
ing to the hydrographic dwisions of North America, as ar- 
ranged in the accompanying article. Also, the relative in- 
dustrial occupations of the population in each hydrographie 
| subdivision, distinguishing the rural from the town popu- 
lations. Also, the agricultural, manufacturing, and com. 
mercial statistics of each, expressed in aggregate totals, 
specifying the population of each county or part of county, 
city, &e. 

Mr. BROWN. I am informed that the inform- 
ation called for does not require a great deal of 
additional work, as it is partly arranged already, 
and certainly it will be very valuable to the coun- 
try. According to the present arrangement of our 
Statistics, and the divisions under which they are 
embraced, it is purely conventional. This ts an 
effort to have a better basis laid down—one that 
shall conform to the great features of the country, 
and that shall enable us to judge with greater accu- 
racy as to the relative proportions of population 
and industry. I’cannot conceive that any objection 
can be entertained to the adoption of the resolu- 
tion. I understand that there are clerks now un- 
employed in the office who can present this work 
without interfering with other business. 1 trust 
it may be adopted. 

Mr. GRIMES. I should like to know of the 
Senator from Missouri what information he has 
as to the extent of this work. How large is it 
to be? 

Mr. BROWN. Notvery large. I presume it 
can be done by the unemployed labor of the clerks 
now in the office. 

Mr.GRIMES. I do not knowanything about 
it myself; but I simply judge from the reading of 
| the resolution that it proposes a different method 
of republishing the same matter that has already 
been published, namely, the census returns. They 
are to be put in a different shape, I suppose, for 
some particular purpose which | do net under- 
stand. After they have been put into that shape, 
and reported to us, then comes the question of 
printing. 

Mr. ROWN. We can determine that ques- 
tion when it arises. 

Mr. GRIMES. I have learned that when these 
reports are once before us, we are always in the 
habit of printing them to an almost indefinite ex- 
tent. I think we have been expending quite money 
enough in the printing of documents. I under- 
stand there is now a deficiency of $600,000 from 
last year for the printing of documents which 
was hot anticipated by Congress, and that that 
does not cover the amount of thedeficiency. Un- 
less there is some reason assigned by the gentle- 
man from Missouri which lias not been assigned 
| yet, and which I do not at present comprehend, I 
/am opposed to calling for this information. 

‘| Mr. BROWN. I will say jnreply to the Sen- 
ator from lowa that L understand that the mere 
‘labor of the compilation which is here asked for 
|| can be performed by the unemployed clerks now 
|| in the office. 

|| Mr.G@RIMES. Then I wifl ask why those 

















clerks are kept so unemployed? 
not discharged? 

Mr. BROWN. 
I understand that to be the fact; at least, that is 
the information I have on the subject. 

| will state furthermore that the same reason 
which applies to the preparing of statistics at all 
applies with still greater force to their being pre- 
pared accurately and upon some scientific basis. 


According to the present distribution under which | 


the statistics are made they have a purely ficti- 
tious nomenclature that enables no one to form 
any true opinion as to the wealth or the indus- 
trial attitude of the different sections of the coun- 
try. For instance, who can tell what the middle 
States mean? I cannot; nor can anybody else. 
We can all tell what the Mississippi valley means, 
what the Atlantic basin means, and what the 
other basin means. Itis simply to conform or 


to make a beginning for the conformation of our | 


future reports under that system that I desire this 
resolution adopted, 

I will say to the Senator from Iowa that when 
the report comes back to us, if itis of such a char- 
acter as to involve expense in the printing of it 
not commensurate with any benefit likely to re- 
sult from it I shall be the last to press any motion 
to print it; but I do ask that the resolution may 
be entertained and passed, and that the informa- 
tion desired may be had. 

Mr.GRIMES. I move to refer this resolution 
to the Committee on Finance. I understand that 
it has not received the consideration of any com- 
mittee, and I think that a question of this im- 
portance ought to come to us with the indorse- 
ment and recommendation of a committee. Ido 
not concur in the suggestion of the Senator from 
Missouri—I do not know that it was exactly his 
suggestion, but that might be one of the conclu- 
sions that would follow from what he said—that® 
we should pass this resolution for the purpose 
of furnishing employment to present unoccupied 
clerks of the Census Bureau; and then I am op- 
posed to the proposition in itself, if I understand 
what it is. 

[ understand that the purpose is to have a kind 
of sectional censusmade, and we are to have some 
portions of the United States classified by them- 
selves, as the New England States, or the eastern 
portion; another as the western portion; another 
as the valley of the Mississippi. 1 do not want 
to see any such returns sent to Congress or dis- 
seminated among the-people. 1 would, if I could, 
impress upon the people of my State that they 
are a partof every-portign of the Union, andalso, 
as is suggested to me by my friend from Connec- 
ticut, (Mr. Foster,] thatevery partof the Union 
is a portion of them. 

lam satisfied with the census report as it is; 
but if the Committee on Finance see fit to recom- 
mend that the officers of the Government be em- 
ployed in getting up such a census report as is 
now proposed, I shall be satisfied, but not as at 
present informed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
lowa moves to refer the resolution to the Com- 
mittce on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 


INTERNAL REVENUE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. McPuersoy, its Clerk, announced thatthe 
House adhered to its disagreement to the amend- 
ments of the Senate, insisted on by the Senate, to 
the bill (H. R. No. 122) to increase the internal: 
revenue, and for other purposes. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 1 desire to make a report 
from the committee of conference on the disagree- 
ing votes of the two Houses upon the bill to in- 
crease the internal revenue. 

The report was read, as follows: 

The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the amendments to the bill (H. R. No. 


122) to increase the internal revenue, and for other pur; 


poses, having met, after full and free conference have been 
unable to agree. 


4 
Mr. SHERMAN. The bill was sent to the 
House of Representatives on the report of the 
committee of conference of their disagreement, and 
the disagreement seems to be permanent. ‘There 
are but three courses now open to be pursued in 
order to dispose of this question. If we adhere, 


as I understand the House of Representatives has |j third, fifteenth, and sixteenth amendments of the | 


Why are they | 


Ieannot tell you that, sir; but | 
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| | an oi mnteer'of wilaens to ese the revenue we hope | 
| to derive from the tax on manufactured spirits 
| from this time until another bill can be origin- 


|| ated in the House of Representatives and passed 
| through the forms of legislation. 


The second 
course is to have another committee of conference. 
With the experience we have already had with 
three committees of conference, | am satisfied it 


| will be idle to move for the appointment of an- 


other committee of conference. The House of 


| Representatives seems to have taken its definite 
| position on this question, and the Senate also the 


other -day by its vote decided its course. It is 
impossible, therefore, to come to an agreement by 
another committee of conference; and I will now 
propose a method, which I do not very well like, 
but whigh I think is the best we can do, and that 
is that the Senate recede from its amendments 
which have been disagreed to by the House of 
Representatives. I willexplain briefly and clearly 
the effect of this motion if it shall be agreed to. 
The effect will be to immediately pass the bill. 


| The bill will then provide for a tax, on whisky 
| manufactured after its passage and prior to the 


ist of July next of sixty cents on each and every 


| gallon; but there will be no duty after the Ist of 


July, and consequently further legislation will be 
required to provide a tax on whisky manufactured 
after the Ist of July. On the other hand, if the 
Senate recede from these amendments to which 
the House of Representatives have disagreed, it 
leaves standing in the bill this incongruous pro- 
vision which Senators should understand: 

*‘ And that upon all spirits imported prior to the passage 
of this act, there shall be levied, collected, and paid an ad 
ditional tax of forty cents per gallon, to be collected under 
the direction aud according to the regulations established 
by the Secretary of the Treasury.” 

If my motion be adopted, the Senate must un- 
derstand that there will be no tax upon domestic 
spirits on hand, but this provision will be in the 
bill levying a tax of forty cents additional upon 
imported spiritson hand. ‘This is an unjust pro- 
vision; but upon reflection we deem it better, in 
order to secure the tax on manufactured whisky 
in future, in order to pass the bill, to leave this 
incongruity in it, in the hope that Congress will 
immediately repeal it; and a resolution will be 
introduced into the Senate, as soon as this is dis- 
posed of, with a view to repeal this incongruous 
provision. 

I make this plain statement to the Senate as 
briefly as | can, in order that they may see the 
effect of the motion I submit that the Senate re- 
cede from the amendments which have been dis- 
agreed to by the House of Repregentatives, with 
a view to secure the passage of the bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question be- 
fore the Senate is on the motion of the Senator 
from Ohio that the Senate recede from its dis- 
agreement. 

Mr. DAVIS. 1 will thank the Chair to state 
precisely what question will then be presented to 
the Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That is the only 
question. 

Mr. DAVIS. But what is the disagreement? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is not for the 
Chair to state what the various amendments are. 
The Chair understood the Senator from Ohio to 
say that there were three points on which there 
was a disagreement, and he has explained them. 

Mr. DAVIS. If it is not asking too much, | 
ask the Secretary to read the points of disagree- 
ment. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That is in order. 

Mr. CLARK. If the Senator from Kentucky 
will allow me, L will endeavor to state what will 
be the provisions of the bill and the points of dif- 
ference. 

Mr. DAVIS. I would rather that the writing 
itself should explain it. 

Mr. CLARK. 1 was going to make an expla- 
nation, because I thought you would not get it 
clearly from the mere reading. 

Mr. DAVIS. I suppose the writing will ex- 
plain it as clearly as the Senator can. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The amendments | 


on which the two branches have disagreed will 
be read by the Secretary. 

The Secretary. The amendments non-con- 
curred in by the House of Representatives are the 


done, that defeats the bill, and the effect will be |! Senate. 


of July. 


| factured before the Ist of July, and 
| that either to be manufactured or imported after 





yon hand. 
| provision for taxing spirits on hand,and when it 


a a a 
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The third amendment is as follows: 


On page 1, line ten, after the word “ gation,” insert? 

And upon ali tiquors thatmay be distilled atter the passage 
of thisact, and sold,or removed for consumption or sale, oa 
and after the Ist day of July next, and previous (o the Ist 
day of January vext, seventy cents on cach and every gal- 
lon; and on all liquors that may be distilled after the pas- 
sage of this act, and sold, or removed tor consumption or 
sale, on and after the Ist Jay of January next, eighty cents 
on each and every gallon, 

Mr. HENDRICKS, The Senate agrees with 
the House to strike that out. 

Mr. SHERMAN, That will be the effect. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If the Senate re- 
cede, 

The Secretary read the fifteenth amendment of 
the Senate, which was on page 10, ann mania onee 
the word ** gallon,’ to strike out the words, ** and 
no lower rate of duty shall be levied or collected 
than upon the basis of first proof,’’ and to insert, 
‘*all such spirits imported,’’ 

The Secretary read the sixteenth amendment, 
which was on page 10 to strike out all after the 
word ** proof”? in line eleven to the end of the 
section, as follows: ? 

And that upon all such spirits imported prior to the pas 
snge of this act there shall be levied, collected, and paid an 
additional tax of forty cents per gallon, to be collected un 
der the direction and according to the regulations estab- 
lished by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. These are the three 
amendments upon which the two branches have 
disagreed; and the question is upon the Senate re- 
ceding from these amendments. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. Will the Senator from 
Ohio explain the second disagreement? 

Mr. SHERMAN. The second amendment of 


the Senate disagreed to by the House of Repre- 


sentatives was with a view to put the same tax 
on imported spirits after the Ist of July as was 
put on domestic spirits manufactured after the 1st 
‘To that amendment of the Senate the 
House of Representatives disagreed, and I now 

ropose to recede from it. The effect of that will 
»e to impose a tax of sixty cents on foreign spirits 
imported prior to the Ist of July, and none after 


| that, precisely on the same footing as the domes- 


tic spirits. 
I will again repeat in a few words, so that Sen- 


| ators may not misunderstand this matter, for it is 


rather peculiar, the effect of the bill, which will be 
simply to provide a tax on whisky to be manu- 
fix no tax on 


the Ist of July except the twenty cents provided 


| by the internal revenue act; to strike out the tax 


on domestic spirits upon hand; and to leave in the 


| tax upon spirits upon hand which have been im- 


ported from abroad. 

‘Mr. POMEROY. I understand the Senator to 
say that what is on hand now its not taxed. 

Mr.SHERMAN. Not unless it has been im- 

orted. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the motion that the Senate recede. 

Mr. GRIMES. I ask for the yeas and nays © 
on that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CLARK. think from inquiries which 
are made that Senators do not fully understand 
how the law will be if we pass the bill in the shape 
now proposed. At the present time, as Senators 


| know, there is a tax of twenty cents a gallon im- 
| posed on “heny manufactured, as it is manu- 
1 


factured. The 


ouse of Representatives pro- 


| posed by the bill to impose a tax of sixty cents 


on the manufactured article to be manufactured 
hereafter, and also a tax of forty cents on the arti- 
cle which bas already been manufactured and is 
The Senate struck out of the bill the 


went back to the other House that House agreed 
to that amendment of the Senate and left all tax- 
ation on domestic spirits upon hand ont of the 
bill entirely; and wisiever may be the action of 
the Senate you cannot restore any tax upon do- 
mestic spirits on hand by the action of this body. 
It is concluded and out of the bill. 

The House of Representatives proposed to lay 
a tax of aoe cents a gallon upon all domestic 
spirits manufactured after thistime. ‘The Senate 
amended it so as to lay a duty of sixty cents up 
to the Ist of July, and from July to January sev- 
enty cents, and after the Ist of Junuary next 
eighty cents, making a sliding scale. To that 
amendment in part the House of Representatives 
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posed a tax of sixty cents up to July, but they 
disagreed to that et proposing seventy cents 
between July and January, and eighty cents after 
the Istof January. Now if the Senate recede, the 
effect will be to pass the bill with a sixty cent tax 
upto July, and there will be no provision for atax 
after July, nor upon what is on hand. Whether 
you pass the bill or reject it, you get no tax upon 
liquor on hand, and thatis the great pointon which 
we differed. 

There is a further provision in the bill. To 
meet the tax suepenal to he put upon domestic 
liquors on hand, the House of Representatives 
imposed a tax upon foreign liquors on hand to 
correspond, ‘To that the Senate disagreed, and 
by receding now we leave that provision in the 
bill. We shall still leave the tax of forty cents 
to be imposed upon foreign liquors on hand, sub- 
ject to the regulations of the Secretary of the 
Treasury. Many of the members of the commit- 
tee, and indeed I may say all, upon an informal 
consultation, think it is better that the Senate 
should recede and allow the bill to become a law 
imposing a tax on domestic liquor manufactured 
between now and July of sixty cents, and also a 
tax of forty cents upon foreign liquor upon hand, 
but trusting to the action of Congress to repeal 
the latter provision. As the bill provides that that 
tax is to be levied under such regulations as the 
Secretary of the Treasury may from time to time 
prescribe, before those regulations can be provi- 
ded Congress may act and repeal the provision, 
The committee would rather do that than lose the 
bill, 

Mr. CARLILE. Then, asl understand it, the 
effect of voting to recede will be to tax domestic 
liquors hereafter manufactured sixty cents. 

Mr. CLARK. Yes, with the incongruity I 
have mentioned. Thatis the whole of the bill. 
The point the committee discussed is whether we 
had not better pass the bill and get a tax of sixty 
cents on the liquor hereafter made, rather than to 
let the bill fail, because if the bill fails and a new 
one is brought in, I fear that we shall have the 
same controversy arising between the House of 
Representatives and the Senate. Perhaps we had 
better gain one step now and get a tax of sixty 
cents upon the liquor on hand. Thatis my judg- 
ment in regard to it, and I have stated the whole 
effect of the bill as it will stand if the Senate re- 
cede. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the motion of the Senator from Ohio that the 
Senate recede from its amendments to which the 
House of Representatives have disagreed. 

Mr. FOOT. Before the vote is taken, I think 
it proper to state that my colleague’s [Mr. Cot- 
LAMER’s] absence from attendance on the Senate 
is occasioned! by severe indisposition. 

Mr. GRIMES. I will say the same of the 
Senator from Maine,{Mr. Fessenven.] I have 
seen him this morning, and he is confined to his 
bed by sickness. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I desire to state that my 
colleague [Mr. Rippie] was called home a few 
days sinee, and has been prevented fgom return- 
ing by sickness, 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 25, nays 1]; as follows: 

YE AS—Messrs. Anthony, Carlile, Clark, Cowan, Davis, 
Dixon, Foot, Foster, Harding, Harris, Hendricks, Howe, 
Johnson, Lane of Indiana, Lane of Kansas, Morgan, Mor- 
rill, Nesmith, Pomeroy, Sherman, Sumner, Van Winkle, 
Wade, Wilkinson, and Willey—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Buckalew, Chandler, Doolittle 


Grimes, Harlan, Howard, Poweil, Ramsey, Saulsbury, and 
Wilson—il. 


So the motion to recede wae agreed to, 


ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 
On motion of Mr. FOOT, it was 


Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns to-day it be to 
meet on Monday next. 


TREATY WITH OREGON INDIANS. 
Mr. NESMITH. I move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of Senate bill No. 25. 
Mr. GRIMES. What is it? 
Mr. NESMITH. It isa bill to authorize the 
President to negotiate a treaty with the Klamath, 
Modoc, and other Indian tribes in southeastern 


Oregon. Itis very important that there should 
be action upon it at once. 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 


in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider |! 
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disagreed. They agreed to so much of it as im- || the bill, which authorizes the President to con- | 
clude a treaty with the Klamath, Modoc, and | 


Snake Indians, in southeastern Oregon, for the 


also appropriates, for the purpose of carrying out 
the provisions of this act, the sum of $20,000, to 
be expended under direction of the Secretary of 
the Interior. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment. 

Mr. FOSTER. I should like to ask the Sen- 
ator from Oregon if the President now has not 
full power to negotiate treaties with these-Indian 
tribes, and indeed with all foreign nations. 

Mr. NESMITH. There is a law which pro- 
vides that no treaty shall be negotiated with In- 
dian tribes without the consent of Congress. I 
do not recollect the date of the statute, and I can- 
not turn to it at present; but I know that such is 
the law, and that the President cannot negotiate 
a treaty with these tribes without the authority of 
Congress, _ 

I will state in regard to this particular treaty 
that it is important the bill should be passed now, 


in order that the negotiation may be made early | 


in the spring. The importance of it is fully im- 
pressed upon the Department. These three tribes 
of Indians occupy what is called middle Oregon, 
or rather southeastern Oregon. They occupy a 
country about as large as what the Senator from 
Kentucky [Mr. Davis] would designate one of 
tne two New England States. They occupy a 
country abouthalfas large as New England. It 
is a country abounding in precious metals, and is 
the direct thoroughfare to what is known as the 
old Frémont claim, from the Columbia river to 
California. There was a great deal of travel pass- 
ing through that country. The Indians have been 
hostile for many years, and a have now cut 
off all the travel by that route. By their hostilit 

within the last two years, the Goyernment itself 
has suffered a lossof some fifty or sixty thousand 
dollars, by reason of their breaking up the reser- 
vation of friendly Indians contiguous to them, the 
confederated tribes of middle Oregon living di- 
rectly north of them. Itis of very great import- 
ance to make this treaty, in order to open com- 
munication between Oregon and California, and 
to prevent the depredations of these Indians, not 
only upon travelers, butupon the reservations of 


| the friendly Indians themselves, whom we are 


bound to protect. 

There are several reports here recommending 
it. L will not occupy the time and attention of the 
Senate by reading these reports. The bill has the 
favorable recommendation of the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. If any Senator desires any fur- 
ther explanation of it, I am ready to give it. 

Mr. FOSTER. 1 will ask if there is a report 
of the committee accompanying thé bill? 

Mr. NESMITH. The committee directed me 
to report it back, with a recommendation that ‘it 

ass. 

Mr. FOSTER. No written report? 

Mr. NESMITH. No, sir; there was no writ- 
ten report. 

Mr. WILSON. I think this bill had better lie 
over for a day or two to give us time for inquiry 
and reflection upon it, and I therefore move to 
postpone its further consideration until to-mor- 


row. 

Mr. NESMITH. I hope the Senator from 
Massachusetts will not insist on his motion. It 
is necessary that the bill should be passed now, 
so that it can be made available this spring. It 
is very important to that portion of the country. 

Mr. WILSON. Does the Senator think that 
a postponement for a day or two will delay its 
passage ? 

Mr. NESMITH. It will delay it some time. 
As it must go to the House of Representatives it 
should be acted on here at once, if it is to be made 
available this spring. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I will suggest to the Sena- 
tor from Oregon, that as the morning hour has 
now expired, he allow this bill to go over. That 
will leave it the unfinished business of the morn- 
ing hour, to come up to-morrow in the morning 
hour. If any Senator desires further information 


on the subject, it can then be given. I make that 
suggestion to him, to allow it to go over now and 
come up to-morrow as the unfinished business of 
hour. 

ITH. TheSenator from Kentucky, 


the mornin 
Mr.NES 
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Sere an nee eee Naas RS 
(Mr. Powe t,] who is entitled to the floor on the 


special order which comes up at one ofclock, hag 


| kindly consented that I should occupy a little por. 
| purchase of the country occupied by them. It || 


tion of his time to finish this bill. 1f Senatofts jn. 
sist upon it, however, | will let it go over, though 
I should prefer to take a vote upon it now. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The special order 
of the day is the unfinished business of yesterday, 
and the morning hour having expired, that is now 


| before the Senate. 


Mr. NESMITH. By the courtesy of the Sen- 


| ator from Kentucky, I have his consent to consider 


this bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The special order 
will be passed over informally, if there be no ob- 
jection. 

Mr. POWELL. Iam willing to let it be in- 
formally passed over until this bill is disposed of 
if the Senate wish to act upon it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Then the question 
is on ordering the bill to be engrossed for a third 


| reading. 


Mr. FOSTER. I certainly do not oppose this 
bill for any reasons that I know a it ought not 
to be passed; but I do ask a little delay in order 


| that I ‘may inform myself, and get a few more 
| good reasons why it ought to be passed before 


it is acted upon. The Senator from Oregon is 
well informed about it, and is satisfied that it 
ought to pass, and is probably correct. He was 
imperfectly heard, however, near me, in conse- 

uence of some disturbance in the Chamber, and 

did not hear all that he said. I understood him, 
however, to say that the President could not ne- 
gotiate a treaty with these particular tribes of In- 
dians. If that is so, of course it needs a law to 
authorize negotiation ; but it seems to me a sin- 
gular fact if itbeso. I know not why the power 
of the Executive which is given him by the Con- 
stitution has somehow been gotrid of. As I said, 
I know nothing about this matter, and it may be I 
should say nothing until I inform myself; but it 
came up suddenly and unexpectedly. There is 
no report accompanying it. I wish the Senator 
would consent to let it lie until to-morrow. 

Mr. NESMITH. I consent. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Then the special 
order will be taken up, on which the Senator from 
Kentucky [Mr. Powe. ] is entitled to the floor. 


MILITARY INTERFERENCE WITII ELECTIONS. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill (S. No. 37) to 
prevent officers of the Army and Navy, and other 
persons engaged in the military and naval service 
of the United States, from interfering in elections 
in the States. 

Mr. POWELL concluded his argument on the 
bill. [His speech will be published in the Appen- 
di 


Ze 
r.GRIMES. I move that the Senate do now 
adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, March 4, 1864. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H, Cuannine. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


, EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House a communication from the Sec- 
retary of War, in answer to a resolution of the 
House of January 6, relative to payments made 
to certain railroad companies. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I move that that paper be 
printed and referred to the Committee of Claims. 

The motion was agreed to. 


CODE OF NAVAL LAWS. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a Teport from the commis- 
sioner (Hon. Charles B. Sedgwick) to prepare a 
code of laws for the naval establishment; which 
was ordered to be printed, and referred to the 
Committee on Naval! Affairs. $ 

Mr. MOORHEAD, by unanimous consent, !n- 
troduced the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and referred, under the rules, to 
the Committee on Printing: 

Resolved, That two hundred and fifty additional copies 


of the proposed naval cude be printed for the use of the 
Navy Department and the commissioner of the code. 
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INTERNAL REVENUE BILL. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. I wish to state that | 
yesterday I was ome | off with Mr. Cox on the 
whisky bill. I should have voted with the ma- 
jority of the House, while Mr. Cox would have 
voted with the minority. 

Mr. J.C. ALLEN. I desire to withdraw the | 
vote | gave yesterday upon the revenue bill. I 
was paired upon that bill with my colleague, [Mr. 
Wasnsurne.} I did not think of the fact until 
this morning. 

No objection being made, the vote was with- 
drawn. 

Mr. BOYD. I was unintentionally absent yes- 
terday when the vote was taken on the whisk 
bill. Had I been here I should have voted wit 
the minority. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I understand I was paired 
yesterday by my friends with Mr. Drices upon 
the internal revenue bill. Mr. Driges is pres- 
ent, and we would both like to vote. 

No objection being made, 

Mr. LOVEJOY recorded his vote in the affirm- 
ative, and 

Mr. DRIGGS recorded his vote in the negative. 

Mr. DAVIS, of New York. I desire the con- 
sent of the House to record my vote upon the 
report of the committee of conference upon the in- 
ternal revenue bill. I was absent from the House 
yesterday,as I have been for a few days past, on | 
account of sickness. : 

Mr. SPALDING. I must object to all such 
requests. 

r. DAVIS, of New York. If I had been 
present | should have voted to recede from the 
disagreement of the House to the amendments of 
the Senate. 


| 


FREEDMEN’S BUREAU. 


Mr. O’NEILL, of Ohio. Iask the unanimous 
consent of the House to record my vote on the pas- 
sage of the bill to establish a Freedmen’s Bureau. 
I was unavoidably absent when the vote was taken. 

Mr. ELIOT. I object. 

Mr. O’NEILL, of Ohio. I desire to state, then, 
that if I had been present I should have voted in 
the negative. 


FREE SCHOOLS IN DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. STEVENS, by unanimous consent, sub- | 
mitted the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That Daniel Breed, Sayles J. Bowen, and Ze- 
nas C. Robbins, commissioners or trustees appointed by 
the actof 11th July, 1863, to dispose of certain taxes im- 
posed on persons of color in the District of Columbia to 
establish tree schools, be requested to make report to this 
House. 


MAIL COMMUNICATION WITH BRAZIL. 


Mr. ALLEY, by unanimous consent, from the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 
reported a bill authorizing the establishment of 
ocean mail steamship service between the United 
States and Brazil; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time by its title, recommitted to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads, and ordered 
to be printed. 


CRANDALL AND HOUGHTALING. 


Mr. NORTON, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill for the relief of Edward W. Crandall 
and Abram Houghtaling; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
of Claims. 

GENERAL MEADE’S REPORT. 


Mr.NORTON. ILask the unanimous consent 
of the House to offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That ten thousand copies of the report of Gen- 
eral Meade of the battle of Gettysburg and the accompany- 
ing reports of subordinate officers be printed for the use of 
the members of this House. 


Mr. STEVENS. I must object to that. 

Mr. ELIOT. I ask the unanimous consent of | 
the House to report a private bill from the Com- | 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Inasmuch as this is the reg- | 
ular day for calling the committees for reports of | 
a private nature, it seems to me that it would be 
much better to have the regular order of business, | 
and then the gentleman’s bill will come in in its | 
regular order. 

Mr. ELIOT. If objection be made, I call for 
the regular order of business. zo 

Mr. HOLMAN. Ido not object. I simply 
call myself for the regular order of business, so , 
that all the committees may be called. 
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The SPEAKER proceeded, as the regular or- “* He can create, and He destroy;’’ His purposes 


der of business, to call the committees for reports 
of a private nature. 


REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONERS. 


Mr. LAW. Mr. Speaker, a few days since, 
at a meeting of the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions, it was suggested that an inquiry should 
be made of the Commissioner of Pensions what 
number of revolutionary pensioners were then 
on the rolls of his office entitled to and drawing 
pensions from the Government; secondly, their 
names and age; and thirdly, in what States they 
were enrolled; and I was directed to make the in- 
quiries. L accordingly wrote to the Commissioner 
to furnish me the list, and the paper which I hold 
in my hand is his answer. This paper I wish 
read by the Clerk, and when read, with the reso- 
lution which accompanies it, to be placed on the 
Journals of the House as a matter of interest to 
every member, and,as I have no doubtit will be, 
to the whole country. 

How many of the patriotic and gallant men who 
fought the battles of our country in the war of 
the Revolution, who poured out their blood like 
water and thereby achieved our independence, do 

ou think, Mr. Speaker, are on thé rolls of the 

Pension Office here, and are receiving a bounty 
from the Government? Twelve, sir; twelve only, 
ofall that army which the Father of our Country 
led to victory, now, after eighty years since the 
treaty of peace in 1783, are living, and it is a mat- 






that any are living. The youngest, who must 
have entered the Army probably not ever twelve 
years of age, as he must have been but fourteen 
when peace was established, is ninely-four. The 
oldest, one hundred and five. 

Mr. Speaker, one of the finest pocts that ever 
lived in this century,and one, probably, who had 
few superiors at any time, (Byron,) in closing 
one of his stanzas at midnight, while the oil of 
his lamp was nearly ex pended, and the wick flick- 


quently moralizes: 


* How little do we know that which we are, 

Or that which we may be! The eternal surge 

Of time and tide rolls on, and bears afar our bubbles! 

As the old burst, new emerge, lashed from the foam 

Of ages; and the graves of empires heave but as 

Some passing wave.’’ 

Sir, the truth, the truth of history, both as to 
menand nations, Was never more graphically and 
sententiously expressed, either in prose or verse. 
Let history, either ancient or modern, tell its own 
story, and it is but the repetition of the death of 
the conqueror, and the destruction of the city or 
empire he founded. Where is Tyre, Nineveh, 
Babylon? Where is Carthage? ‘* Delenda est’’ 
is the epitaph on its tomb, as it may be written 
on that of all the others, and the stranger now 
works among their ruins to find some relic of 
their former greatness, but he labors in vain. 
Where is Greece, once so famous in story, and 
from which we have derived all our taste for the 
arts? Where is Rome, imperial Rome, once the 
mistress of the world, and now with a territory 
less than one of our smallest States? 

And is our destiny to be theirs in less than 
eighty years from our formation as a Government, 
“ay, withio the lifetime of any one of these gal- 
lant and noble men whose names are enrolled on 
our pension list, and who were born before our 
present Governmentexisted ?* Will they live long 
enough to witness our exit as well as our entrance 
among the nations of the world—a Republic in 
ruins, whose foundation was the work of their 
hands, and that of their gallant compeers, whose 
bones were scattered over every battle-field of the 
Revolution from Bunker Hill to the gates of York- 
town? Shall these. centurial heroes, these old 
and infirm veterans, live to see the day when the 
Republic, which was cemented with their blood, 
is broken in pieces apd drenched in gore by the | 
fratricidal hands of their children? God forbid. | 
But who can predict what our destiny is to be? | 
None but Him “ in whose hands are the destinies | 
of nations as well as of men.’’ It may be that, | 





ering in its socket, thus most beautifully and elo- |) 


| 
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are not known to us, and it is well they are not. 

But, Mr. Speaker, I did not rise to make a speech 
in presenting these papers to the House, and have 

robabl sooepapeed on the patience of the House 
onger than lought. But cannot eonclude with- 
out saying that my sincere wish and prayer Is 
that this small band of revolutionary patriots, all 
that are left of those brave and gallant men who 


acquired our independence, notwithstanding their 
| age and infirmity, before they are gathered to 


their fathers, may live long enough to see that 
Union they and their comrades fought and bled 
for, during a war of seven years’ duration, re- 
stored in allits parts—not a star blotted out or a 
— erased from our flag, but floating proud! 

in the wind, as it ever should have floated, on hill 
top and mountain, in cities and in plains, through- 
out our whole country, peace and harmony and 
brotherly love again uniting us, as our fathers 
were united,as one people in interest and fellow- 


ship, binding us together even by stronger tics 


than those which made us once a great, powerful, 
and prosperous nation. 

Sir, lL am no seer, prophet, or son of a prophet, 
but I say to you, and I say to the country, if our 
Union is not preserved intact, * one and indivis- 
ible,’’ neither on this continent, nor on any other, 
willa republican Government be established that 


| will last a quarter of a century; I doubt, even, 
| whether the experiment will ever again be tried. 
_ If in this nineteenth century, with the intelligence 


al - 
ter of wonder, as well as a matter of gratulation, || and love of iiberty which ought to influence our 


people, with the blood that has been shed to ob- 
tain that liberty, with the example of our fathers, 
with the advice of Washington, who saw and 


| dreaded the *‘sectional feeling’’ which has incrensed 
| from year to year for the last thirty years, we, 


forgetful of his counsels, should rashly and wick- 
permit our Union to be dissolved, what hope 
ere in the future, what prospect of success, 
even should those who ure to come after us, un- 
der the yoke of some mititary despot, endeavor to 
break their chains, and once more become free- 
men? None, none whatever. The friends of 
free government would stand appalled, the arm 
that would strike for freedom be paralyzed, des- 


| potism would triumph, and tyrants rejoice that 


the last hope of freedom was extinguished forever. 
I now ask for the reading of the letter and the 
resolutions. 


The Clerk read the letter of the Commissioner 


| of Pensions, as follows: 


Pension Orrice, February 18, 1864. 
Sir: In reply to your letter of February 10, requesting 
me to furnish you with the names of all revolutionary pen- 


| sioners, I have the honor to submit the following report, 


which is believed to furnish, so far as is in my power, the 
information desired: 
James Barham, on the St. Louis, Missouri, rol, at $22 33 


| perannum; bern in Southampton county, Virginia, May 
| 18, 1764; age, 99 years 9 months, 


John Goodnow, on the Boston, Massachusetts, roll, at 
$36 67 per annum; born in Sudbury, Middlesex county, 
Massachusetts, January 30, 1762; age, 102 years 1} months. 

Amaziah Goodwin, on Portland, Maine, roll, at $38 33; 


| born in Somersworth, Strafford county, New Hampshire, 


February 16, 1759; age, 105 years. 

William Hutchings, on Portiand, Maine, roll, at §21 66; 
born in York, York county, Maine, (then Massachusetts,) 
in the year 1764. 

Adam Link, on Cleveland, Ohio, roll, at $30 per annum ; 
born in Washington county, Pennsylvania; age, 102 years, 

Benjamin Miller, on the Albany, New York, roli, at 
$24 54 per annum; born in Springfield, Massachusetts, 
April 4, 1764; age, 99 years 10} mouths. 





as a nation, we have not given to Him the glory || 


and praise of our prosperous career, but have at- | 
tributed it to ourselves, forgetting the omnipotence | 
of that Being who reigns supreme on earth as in | 
It may be that, like Jeshurun of old, we 

have ‘* waxed fat and kicked,’’ and are now, asa | 


| nation, being punished for our transgreesions. | 


Alexander Maroney, on the Albany, New York, roll, at 
eight dollars per month; born in the year 1779, enlisted at 
Lake George, New York; age, 94 years; enlisted by his 
father, as he was young. 

John Pettingill, on the Albany, New York, roll, at @50 
perannum ; born in Windham, Connecticut, November 30, 
1766; age, 97 years 24 months. 

Daniel Waldo, on the Albany, New York, roll, at $96 
erzunum; born in Windham, Connecticut, September 10, 
762; age, 101 years 5} months. 

Samuel Downing, (papers do not show his age,) on the 
Albany, New York, roll, at 60 per annum; served in the 
second New Hampshire regiment. 

Lemuel Cook, on Albany, New York, roll, at $100 per 
annum; no age or birthplace given in papers. 

Jonas Gates, on the St. Johnsbury, Vermont, roll, at eight 
dollars per month; papers misiaid. 

Respectfully, JOSEPH H. BARRETT, 

Commissioner. 
Hon. Joun Law, House of Representatives. 


The following letter subsequently addressed to 
Mr. Law by the Commissioner of Pensions is 
here inserted: 

Pension Ovrice, March 2, 1864. 

Sir: [ have the honor to state that, from the papers on 


file in this office in the case of Jonas Gates, it appears that 
his name is borne upon the pension roll of the State of 
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Vermont, under the act of Mareb 18, 1818, In his decia~ |) Ways and Mcans House bill No. 66, to increase | 


ration made on the 28h day of December, 1820, hedeclares | 
that be was then fifty-seven years of age, and in a subse- | 
quent declaration he states tat le was born in the town | 
of Barre, State of Massachusetts. 

Very respectfully, yours, 

JOSEPH H. BARRETT, 
Commissioner. 
lion. Jonn Law, House of Representatives. 

The resolutions submitted by Mr. Law were 
then read, and agreed to, as follows: 

Resolved, That the thanks of this House be, and are 
hereby, tendered to the gallant surviving soldiers of the 
Revolution, twelve in number, now on the pension rofls in 
the office of the Commissioner of Pensions, for their ser- 
vices in the revolutionary war, by which our independence 
was achieved and our liberty obtained, and we sincerely 
rejoice in the decrees of Providénce which have thus far 
protracted their lives beyond the allotted period of man, 
and enabled them in their declining years to receive from 
the Government a sum of money as pensioners, which, if 
not as large as desired by them, will at least help to smooth 
the rugged path of life in theire descent to the tomb. 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution, when adopted 
hy the House, be signed by the Speaker and certified by the 
Clerk, and a copy of the same be furnished to each of the 
revolutionary pensioners mentioned in the fetter of the 
Commissioner of Pensions this day submitted. 


RHODA WOLCOTT. 


Mr. HERRICK, from the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief 
of Rhoda Wolcott, widow of Henry Wolcott; 
which was read a firstand second time. 

The bill and report were read, 

Mr. HOLMAN. It seems to me that this bill 
is in reference to a very old transaction, and that 
it ought to be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the Private Calendar. 

Mr. KERNAN, Itis an eminently just bill. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. HERRICK moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


SARAH WHITNEY AND MARY ITUGGERFORD. 


Mr. EDEN, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
Sarah Whitney and Mary Huggerford, children 
of Huldah Butler; which was read a first and 
second time, 

Mr. HOLMAN. That bill makes an appro- 
riation, and must go to the Committee of the 

Vhole House on the Private Calendar. 

Mr. EDEN. I hope that the gentleman from 
Indiana will not persist in his objection. 

Mr, HOLMAN. I have examined this case, 
and think it ought to be referred. 

The bill was referred to the Committee of the 
W hole House on the Private Calendar, and, with 
the accompanying report, ordered t@ be printed. 
- ESTHER P. FOX. 

Mr. ROSS, from the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions, reported a bill granting an invalid pension 
to Esther P. Fox, widow of Augustus é: Fox; 
which was read a first and second time. 

The bill and report were read. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. ROSS moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved that 
the motion to reconsider be laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


GUARDIAN SOCIETY OF WASHINGTON, 


Mr. RICE, of Maine. I ask unanimous consent 
to report back from the Committee on Pablic 
Buildings and Grounds House bill No. 255, grant- 
ing certain privileges to the Guardian Society of 
the District of Columbia. 

The SPEAKER. The bill is of a public char- 
acter and makes an appropriation, and requires 
unanimous consent, 


Mr. ELIOT. I object. 

Mr. RICE, of Maine. 
tien bill, 

The SPEAKER. On examination the Chair 
discovers that the bill does not technically make 


tin appropriation, but it is of a public character, 
Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio. I object. 


INSPECTORS OF CUSTOMS. 


Mr. FENTON. I ask unanimous consent of 
the House to report back from the Committee of |! 





It is not an appropria- 


THE 


the compensation of inspectors of customs in cer- 
tain ports. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I object. 
H. R. CROSBIE. 
Mr. HALE, from the Committee of Claims, 


reported a bill for the relief of H. R. Crosbie; | 


which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying 
report, ordered to be printed. 
PAYMENT OF OHIO MILITIA. 
Mr. HALE, from the same committee, reported 


/a bill to provide for the payment of the second 














| think it ought to be gratified. 
| of abureau or Departinent who can and will find work tor 


regiment of the third brigade Ohio volunteer mili- 


tia during the time they were mustered into the | 


service of the United States; which was read a 
first and Second time, referred to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 


| printed. 


J.J. BULOW. 


On motion of Mr. HALE, the Committee of | 
| Claims was discharged from the further‘consid- 


eration of the petition of the heirsof J. J. Bulow 
for presentation to the Court of Claims. 
JOUN T. HILDRETH. 


Mr. HALE, from the Committee of Claims, 
moved that that committee be discharged from 


| the farther consideration of the petition and pa- 


pers of John T. Hildreth, and that the petitioner 
have leave to withdraw them. 
The motion was agreed to. 


GUSTAVUS A. BELZER. 


Mr. HOLMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am instructed 
by the Committee of Claims to report back this 
memorial to the House, and ask to be discharged 
from its further consideration, and that the.me- 
morial be laid on the table. 

The memorialist asks for compensation for 
property belonging to him asa sutler in the army 
of the Potomac, destroyed by the rebels, amount- 
ing in value to $3,097. ‘The loss of the property 
and the loyalty of the memorialist are clearly es- 
tablished; tnd, indeed, there is one part of the 
official evidence before the committee that peculi- 
arly recommends Mr. Belzer to favor. Indorsed 
on a lester written by him to the President, is the 
following: 

This man wants to work; so uncommon a want that I 
I shall be obliged to any head 


him. 
January 23, 1862. 
Yet this peculiar and flattering commendation 
does not relieve the committee. If Congress shall 
pay for damages done and property seized by our 
own troops, the public burdens will be sufficient 


A. LINCOLN. 


| without adding the enormous destruction and cap- | 


ture of property made by the rebel forces. The 
committee have therefore been compelled to dis- 
regard the wishes of this meritorious citizen who 
was willing to work. 

The motion was agreed to. 


JOSEPH C. G. KENNEDY. 


Mr. HOLMAN, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of Joseph C. G. Ken- 
nedy; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole House on 
the Private Calendar, and, with the accompany- 


| ing report, ordered to be printed. 


od REV. W. B. MATCHETT. 


Mr. HOLMAN, from the same committee, also 
reported back, with a recommendation that it do 
88, a joint resolution for the relief of Rev. W. 
B. Matchett, and asked that it be put upon its pas- 


| sage. 


The joint resolution was read. It authorizes 


| and directs the Paymaster General of the United 


States to pay to W. B. Matchett the amount due 
him as chaplain tenth regiment New York vol- 
unteers, from the time he was last paid to the time 
the regiment was mustered out of service. 

Mr. HOLMAN. This chaplain has not been 
able to obtain the balance of pay due to him, on 
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Mr. HOLMAN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the =e resolution was passed; and 
also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


CITIZENS OF INDIANA AND OHIO, 


Mr. HOLMAN, from the same committee, also 
reported back, with a recommendation that it do 
pass,an act for the relief of citizens of Indiana and 
Ohio; which was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to 
be printed. 

ENROLLMENT OF STEAM-TUGS. 


Mr. ELIOT, from the Committee on Commerce, 
reported back, with a recommendation that it do 
pass, an act (S. No. 39) to authorize the enroll- 
mentand license of the steam-tugs B. F. Davidson 
and W. K. Muir, and asked that it be put upon 
iis passage. 

he bill was read the third time, and passed. 


L. F. CARTEE. 


Mr. HIGBY, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported back, with a recommendation 
that it do pass, an act (S. No. 19) for the relief of 
L. F. Cartee, and asked that it be put upon its 

assage. 

The bill was read. It authorizes the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office to pay to L. F, 
Cartece $3,033 50 for services performed in surveys 
of the publie lands in Oregon in execss of his con- 


|| tract with the surveyor general of Oregon, dated 


October 14, 1860; but before any payment is made, 
the work performed by him is to be tested in the 
field by actual examination, under the direction 
of the surveyor general of Oregon, and any cor- 
rection made necessary to make it conformable to 
| the laws of the United States and the instructions 
| governing the surveys of the public lands at his 
expense, and the balance only of the appropria- 
tion is to be paid him after deducting the expense 
of inspection and correction, and when the cer- 
tificate of the surveyor general of Oregon is filed 
with the Commissioner of the General Land Of- 
fice that the survey is complete according to the 
law and regulations governing public surveys. 
The bill was read the third time, and passed. 
Mr. HIGBY moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay 
| the motion to reconsider on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to, 


J. B. WOOLF AND OTILERS, 


Mr. JULIAN, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported back the petition of J. B. Woolf 
and others, and asked to be discharged from the 
further consideration thereof. 

It was so ordered. 


MISSOURI LAND ENTRIES. 


Mr. MILLER, of New York, reported back, 
with a recommendation that it do pass, a bill (H. 
R. No. 217) to confirm certain entries of land in 
| the State of Missourj; and askéd that it be put 
upon its passage. 

The bill was read. It confirms certain entries 
of land in the State of Missouri heretofore made 
under the graduation act of August 4, 1854, in 
township forty-five north, range nine west, south 
of Missouri river, in the district of lands subject 
to sale at St. Louis, Missouri; provided that the 
act shall not apply to any entry of land on which 
there was an actual settler other than the pur- 
chaser at the date of such entry. 

Mr. HOLMAN. [I think that that bill should 
be referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the Private Calendar. 
| Mr. MILLER, of New York. I ask the gen- 
_tleman to listen to the reading of the report. The 
| bill has the unanimous indorsement of the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands,asit has had of the former 
Commissioner. I think if the gentleman from In- 
diana will listen to the reading of the report, he 
will make no objection to the passage of the bill. 

Mr. HOLMAN. §funderstand that this is one 
of the cases to confirm the title to lands entered 
under the graduation act of 1854. Of course | will 
not make atiy motion anti! [ hear the report read. 

The report was read, as also the following letter 


—— 








account of some irregularity in the mustering. | from a former Commissioner of the Land Office: 


The joint resolution ought to pass. 
The joint resolution was ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time; and being engrossed, 


Genera Lanp Orrice, April 6, 1860. 


|| rr: I have the honor to return herewith the letter of 


| James 8. Laughlin et al., and the petition of William L. 


it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. |) Jenkins and nine other citizens of Osage county, Missour!, 








1864. A 


tr ge Ep —— 


praying for the confirmation of certain entries made by || read. It is brief, and contains a statement of the 


| facts of the case as clearly as 1 could make it. 


them in township forty-five north, range nine west, south 
of Missouri river, under the graduation act of August 4, 
i854. In reference thereto [ have to state that it appears 
trom the records of this office that said townehip, both north 
end south of the river, was offered at public sale on the 
24 of November, 1819; and it further appears that through 
some inadvertence the fractional township south of the 
river was marked on the plats of the local office as being 
not offered, and consequently it has always been treated as 
not subject to private entry, and until 1856 no entries were 
permitted therein, except to persons claiming uuder the 
preemption act of 1841. _ 

The letter to which the petitioners allude as the authority 
under which the register permitted them to make their en- 
tries at the lowest graduation rate was simply a reply to a 
question submitted by Alton Long, Esq., as to the time 
when said iractional township was offered, and stated the 
faets as shown by our records, and not those of the local 


office, which alone control or determine the condition of | 


the land, and its liability to entry or location. 
In view, however, of the fact that the register of St. Louis 
improperly accepted the information conveyed in this let- 


ter to a third party as conclusive,and disregarding the evi- | 


denee of his own recor ts, permitted these eutries to be 


made; and in consideration of the circumstance that these | 


purchasers were thereby misled and induced to make im 
provements upon the land as actual settlers under the grad 
uation law in good faith, and with honest intent to com- 
ply with the requirements thereof, | would respectfully 


recommend that the prayer of the petitioners be granted, and | 
a law be enacted confirming said entries under certain re- | 


strictions, as provided in the bill herewith inelosed. 

Very respectiully, your obedient servant, 

JOSEPH 8. WILSON, 
Commissioner. 

Ilon. Joun S. Pueves, House of Representatives. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third ume, and passed. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York, moved to recon- 


sider the vote by which the bill was passed; and | 


also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
INTERNAL REVENUE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Forney, 
its Secretary, informed the House that the Senate 
had receded from its amendments, disagreed to 
by the House, to the bill to increase the internal 
revenue. 

MAILS TO FOREIGN PORTS. 


Mr. ALLEY. I am directed by the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads to report back 
a bill providing for carrying the mails from the 
United States to foreign ports, and for other pur- 
poses. It is nota private bill, but is one of great 
importance to the Department, and has received 
the unanimous approval of the committee. It is 
of such importance to the country and to the De- 
partment that I think it will elicit no discussion 
or opposition,and I hope the House will consent 
to put it upon its passage now. 

The bill was read by its title, as follows: 

A bill (H. R. No. 142) to provide for carrying 
the mails from the United States to foreign ports, 
and for other purposes. 

Mr. HOLMAN. 1 do notdesire to object, but 
I desire to say that this day being set apart, and 


being the only day allowed, for the report of pri- | 
wate bills, it does seem to me that this class of | 
bills should remain until the committees have | 


been called through for reports of private bills. 
Mr. ALLEY. [understand that, but this isa 
very important bill, and the Committee on the 


Post Office and Post Roads has not had any op- | 
portunity to report this session, and this is the | 


only bill of a public nature we particularly desire 
to pass atthe present time. I think if the gentle- 
man will give his attention to the reading of the 


bill he will see its importance, and will not ob- | 


ject. 
Mr. J.C, ALLEN. I object. 
SHEPHERD AND CALDWELL. 


Mr. ALLEY, from the Committee on the Post | 
Office and Post Roads, reported back a bill (S. 


No. 110) for the relief of John H. Shepherd and 
Walter H. Caldwell, of Missouri. 


The bill directs the Postmaster General to allow | 


to Shepherd & Caldwell the sams of money due 
and unpaid and heretofore withheld by the Post 
Office Department, for carrying the mails, during 
the years 1854 and 1855, on routes 8818 and 8849 
in the State of Missouri, under certain restrictions 
and upon certain conditions named.in the bill. 
Mr. HOLMAN. It seems to me that this bil 


ought to be considered in the Committee of the 
Whole House. 


| 
| 


| 


The report was read. 

No objection being made, the report was re- 
ceived. 

Mr. ALLEY. I move the 
on the third reading of the bill. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. | would inquire of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts how much money 
1s involved in the bill? 

Mr. ALLEY. About nineteen hundred dollars. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; and under the 


previous question 


| operation thereof the bill was ordered to be read a | 





third time; and it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 


Mr. ALLEY moved to reconsider the vote by | 


which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
PETER NICOL. 
On motion of Mr. ALLEY, the Committee on 


the Post Office and Post Roads was discharged | 


from the further consideration of the petition of 


Peter Nicol, mail carrier, for an increase of com- }| 


pensation; and the same was laid on the table. 
MAIL ROUTE IN CONNECTICUT. 
On motion of Mr. ALLEY, the Committee on 


the Post Office and Post Roads was discharged | 


from the further consideration of the petition of | 
certain citizens of Connecticut, spraying for a 


change of mail route from Sharon to Cornwall 
jridge, so as to run from Amenia Union via South 
Amenia to Kent; and the same was laid on the 
table. 


VIRGINIA CONTESLED-ELECTION CASE. 
Mr. DAWES. Has the morning hour expired? 
The SPEAKER. Ithas. 

Mr. DAWES. I desire now to call up the con- 
tested-election case from the seventy congressional 
district of Virginia. The case was partially con- 


sidered a few days since, but was interrupted by | 


other business. 

Mr.HALE. This being the day for the con- 
sideration of private business, | move that the 
House resolve itself into the Committee of the 
Whole House upon the Private Calendar. 

The SPEAKER. The question of privilege 
takes precedence. , 

Mr. DAWES. I will say that probably the 
business to which the Committee of Elections in- 
vites the attention of the House will occupy but 
a short time. I understand that the gentleman 
from Kentucky, [Mr. Smiru,} who has the floor, 
intends to make a motion to postpone the case, 
and [shall make no obejetion to that, I call up 
the case now. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky is entitled to the floor. 


Mr. SMITH. I desire to say that my health 


the argument in this case. 
House will entertain the motion | make to post- 
pone the case indefinitely, and I will in two or 
three weeks, when my health is improved, call 


move the case be postponed, 

Mr. DAWES. For how long a time? 

Mr. SMITH. 1 will say Monday two weeks, 
after the morning hour, 

Mr. DAWES. I hope the gentleman will let 
this case be postponed tll a week from oor 
and then, if the circumstances are such that h 
does not desire it to come up, it can be further 
postponed. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state that a 
week from to-day will not be ‘* objection day;”’ 
to-day is. 

Mr. SMITH. I will state to the chairman of 
the Commitive of Elections that 1 expect to ask 
leave of absence for ten days in consequence of 


’ 
2 


| family affairs. 


Mr. DAWES. [amin much the same situation 
as my friend from Kentucky; but I will state to 
him that if, when this day week comes, he is not 
prepared to go on with the case be will not find 
me opposing a further postponement. [| think the 
case had better be postponed until this day week. 

Mr. SMITH. Well, 1 will not object to that. 

The motion to postpone for one week was 


Mr. ALLEY. I think the report had better be || agreed to. 


is such at this time that I am.unable to goon with | 
I therefore hope the 


up the case and fix a day for its consideration. I | 





ae. 


| 
| 
| 
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} 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


41 








LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 
Mr. SMITH. I now ask leave of absence for 
ten days. My family is in such acondition that 
I am compelled to go home. 
There being no objection, the leave of absence 
was growed, 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. HALE. I now move to go into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the Private Calendar. 

Mr. DAWES. I hope the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania will not press that motion, Itwas 
the understanding that the Committee of Elee- 
tions should have Fridays. Everbody knows that 
the committee is overburdened With business, and 
we have held back our reports and have vot in- 
terfered with the general business of the House 


| with the understanding that we should have as 





much of Fridays as was necessary. Lhave asingie 
ease which I wish to present to the House to-day, 
and I do not think it will oceupy the whole day, 
but if Fridays are notset apart for the committee 
they will be under the necessity of calling up their 
reports on other days. 

Mr. HALE. The Private Calendar is very 
short, and it will take bot a very short time to 
dispose of it, as this is “objection day.’’ We 


shall not probably occupy more than half an hour 
in considering it. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will state that 


there are only eight bills upon the Private Calen- 
dar. 


Mr. DAWES. 

The SPEAKER. tis. 

Mr. DAWES. Then | will not object to the 
motion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I wish to make an appeal to 
the House. Owing to the fact that I have been 


And is this ** objection day?” 


| ° . | . 
sick, the business of the Committee for the Dis- 


trict of Columbia, of which I am chairman, has 
accumulated, and has been much delayed. We 
have a few bills from the Senate which we are pre- 
pared to report, and | hope the House will allow 
us to report them to-day. 

Mr. DAWES. If the gentleman does not de- 


sire to have immédiate action upon them, I will 
make no objection. 


Mr. LOVEJOY. I wish that some of them 
shall be put upon their passage. They will oc- 
cupy but a very short time. 

r. DAWES. I cannot yield for that pur- 
pose, but as this is * objection day,’’ I will yield 
for the motion of the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia, [Mr. Hae. 

The SPEAKER, Does the gentleman yield 
to the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Lovesoy?} 

Mr. DAWES. I have no objection to his re- 


porting any bill upon which he does not desire 
immediate action. 


Mr. LOVEJOY. They are Senate bills, and 
I want them passed at once. 
Mr. DAWES. I cannot yield for that purpose, 


JONUN DIXON. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. I desire to make a 


report from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
upon which | do not ask action at this time. 

Mr. HALE. Then I have no objection to the 
report being made. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH then, by unanimous 
consent, from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
reported a bill for the benefit of John Dixon, of 
IHinois; which was read a first and second time 
by its title, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and, with the accompanying report, or- 
dered to be printed. 

DISTRICT BUSINESS. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Will the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania yield to me to make a report from 
the Committee for the District of Columbia? 

Mr. HALE. [I must insist on my motion, 

The SPEAKER. Next Friday the call ofcom- 
mittees for reports will commence with the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia, 

Mr. STEELE, of New York. The reporta 
which the chairman of the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia wishes to make are private bills, 
to which there.will be no objection. 

Mr. HALE. Then we can take them up in 
Committee of the Whole House. | insiston my 
moton, 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House thereupon resolved itself into the 
Committec of the Whole House, (Mr. J. C. Au- 
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LEN in the chair,) and proceeded to the considera- | 


tion of the private bills upon the Calendar, as fol- 
lows: 
F. A. HOLDEN AND OTHERS. 


A bill CH. R. No. 226) for the relief of F. A. 
Holden, Eli Thayer, Hannah Bexton, D. W. 
Frisby, and Hiram Bloss. 

Mr. HOLM AN objected, 


CHIPPEWA AND OTHER INDIANS, 


Joint resolution (H. R. No. 38) directing the 
Secretary of the Interior to pay to the Chippewa, 
Ottowa, and Pottawatomie Indians, residing in 
Michigan, the sum of $190,850. 

Mr. STEVENS objected. 


WINNEBAGO INDIANS. 


A bill CH. R. No. 194) for the benefit of half- 
breeds and mixed bloods of the Winnebago tribe 
of Indians. 


Mr. MORRILL objected. 


ISAAC Rh. DILLER. 
A bill (H. k. No. 94) for the relief of Isaac R. 
Diller. 
Mr. MILLER, of Pennsylvania, objected. 


hk. L. B, CLARKE. 


| 
A bill (H.R. No. 256) for the relief of R. L. B. 
Clarke. 
Mr. STEVENS objected. 


BRIGHAM YOUNG, 


A bill (H.R. No. 130) to authorize the Secre- 
tary of the Interior toadjust and settle the accounts 
of ex-Governor Brigham Young as ez officio su- 
perintendent of Indian affairs for the ‘Territory 
of Utah. 

Mr. RICE, of Maine, objected. 


ALBERT BROWN. 


Anact (8S. No. 92) for the relief of Albert Brown. 
Mr. AMES objected. 


JACOB WEBER. 


A bill (H. R. No. 203) for the relief of Jacob 
Weber. 

Mr. LOVESOY objected. 

Mr. HOLMAN. 1 move that the committee 
do now rise, 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. J. C. ALLEN reported that 
the Committee of the Whole House had had un- | 
der consideration the Private Calendar, and had | 
come to no conclusion thereon. 


MASSACHUSETTS CONTESTED ELECTION. 
Mr. DAWES. I now call up the Massachu- 


setts contested-election case. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I desire to make a report 
from the Committee for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. HALE, I submit to the gentleman from 
Massachusetts that my half hour is not up yet. 

Mr. DAWES. No; but the gentleman was 
smarter than he promised to be. 

Mr. HALE. I promised to occupy only half 
an hour, and I have not had that length of time. 

Mr. DAWES. Yet the gentleman has had time 
enough to go through the Calendar. He went 
through it in five minutes instead of half an hour. 


WASHINGTON CITY SAVINGS BANK. 


Mr. LOVEJOY. Willthe gentleman withdraw 
his motion tll the Committee for the District of 
Columbia is called? 

Mr. DAWES. I withdraw it provisionally. 

The SPEAKER proceeded with the call of re- 
ports of a private character. 

Mr. LOVEJOY, from the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, reported back, with a rec- 
onimendation that it do pass, an act (S. No. 15) to 
incorporate the Washington City Savings Bank; 
und asked that it be put upon its passage. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. LOVEJOY moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


LEVY COURT EXPENSES. 


Mr. LOVEJOY, frém the same committee, also 
reported back Senate bill No. 81, to apportion the 
expenses of the levy court of the county of Wash- 
ington upon the basis of population, with a rec- 
ommendation that it do pass. 
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The bill was ordered to a third reading, and 
was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. LOVEJOY moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


MASSACHUSETTS CONTESTED ELECTION. 


Mr. DAWES called up the report of the Com- 
mittee of Electionsin the case of John S. Sleeper, 
contesting the right of Alexander H. Rice toa 
seat in the House of Representatives as a Repre- 
sentative in the Thirty-Eighth Congress from the 
third congressional district of Massachusetts. 

The resolutions reported by the committee were 
read, as follows: 

Resolved, That John 8. Sleeper is not entitled to A seat 
inthis House asa Representative in the Thirty-Eighth Con- 
gress from the third congressional district of Massachusetts. 

Resolved, ‘That Alexander H. Rice is entitled to a seatin 
this House as a Representative in the Thirty-Eighth Con- 
gress from the third congressional distriet of Massachusetts. 


Mr. DAWES. I would like to have gentle- 
men send to the document-room for the report of 
the Committee of Elections in this case. Itis a 
veculiar case—not such as has heretofore come 
efore the House—depending entirely upon the 
accuracy of the count of the votes, which will be 
better understood by gentlemen if they will refer 
to the report of the committee in this case. 

The district is the third distriet of Massachu- 
setts, composed of six wards of the city of Bos- 
ton, the city of Roxbury, and the town of Brook- 
line. The official cafvass of votes shows the fol- 
lowing result: for Mr. Rice, 5,045 votes; for Mr. 
Sleeper, 5,020 votes; making a plurality of 25 votes 
for Mr. Rice. Mr. Sleeper claims that the true 
result should be as follows: for Mr. Sleeper, 
5,049 votes; for Mr. Rice, 5,017 votes; making a 
plurality for Mr. Sleeper of 32 votes. 

The contest does not involve the legality of any 
of the votes cast at this election, but simply the 
accuracy of the count, and the accuracy of the 
count in a sing ward only of the city of Boston 
—the twelfth ward, or South Boston. 

Mr. Sleeper claims that in that ward the true 
count should have been: for Mr. Sleeper, 890 
votes; for Mr. Rice, 805 votes; making a plurality 
for Mr. Sleeper in that ward of &5 votes. Mr. 
Rice claims that the true vote in that ward was as 
follows: for Mr. Sleeper, 861 votes; for Mr. Rice, 
833 votes; making a plurality in that ward for Mr. 
Sleeper of only 28 votes. It is upon this single 
ward of the city of Boston, and upon this single 
point, that the whole contest hangs. 

The vote in the State of Massachusetts is by 
ballot. A check-list is prepared ten days before- 
hand. When a voter approaches the polls, his 
name is first found upon .the check-list and 
checked off. He then deposits his ballot. There 
is nothing upon the ballot to indicate by whom a 
particular ballot was cast,and no means of ascer- 
taining that fact except from the voluntary state- 
ment of the voter, or by the casual observations 
of bystanders. 

In the cities of Massachusetts each ward con- 
stitutes an election precinct, and a poll is opened in 
each ward. The ward officers consist of a warden, 
a clerk, and five inspectgrs, who conduct the 
election. In all other respects, the ballots are cast 
at a ward meeting precisely as they are at town 
meetings in the towns of the State, and in the 
manner I have described. 

The ward officers as well as the town officers are 
required at the close of the polls to announce in 
open ward or town meeting, before the adjourn- 
ment of the meeting, the result of the ballot for 
whatever officer is being elected. In wards they 
are then required to make a certificate of the re- 
sult and enter it in a record kept for that purpose, 
transmitting certified copies of it to the mayor and 
aldermen of the city, who are required in case of 
an election. of members of Congress to examine 
these returns and transmit them to the Governor 
of the Commonwealth and the Council, whoasa 
board of canvassers are to declare elected and give 
certificates to the persons appearing to them to 
have the highest number of votes. 

Upon the night of the election, when the voting 
was had in the State of Massachusetts for Repre- 
sentatives to Congress, which was on the 4th of 
November, 1862, the ward officers entered upon 
their record, and then certified and returned to the 
mayor and aldermen of the city of Boston a cer- 
tificate, which I will ask the Clerk to read. 





’ 








The Clerk read, as follows: 


‘City of Boston: 


At a legal meeting of the inhabitants of ward No, 12, in 


| the city of Boston, in the county of Suffolk and Comnion- 
| wealth of Massachusetts, qualified as the law directs, holden 
| in said ward on Tuesday, the 4th day of November, in the 


year of our Lord 1862, for the purpose of giving in their 
votes for one able and discreet person, being an inhabitant 
of district No. 3, to represent said district in the next Con- 
gress of the United States, the whole number of votes given 
in as aforesaid were sorted, counted, recorded, and decja- 
ration thereof made, as by the constitution and law directed 
and were for the following persons : P 

For Alexander H. Rice, of Boston, eight hundred and 
five (805) votes. 

For John 8S. Sleeper, of Roxbury, eight hundred and 
ninety (890) votes. 

In testimony whereof, the warden, inspectors of elec- 
tions, and clerk of said ward, have hereunto set their hands 
the Sth day of Noveinber, in the year of our Lord 1862, / 

HORATIO N. CRANE, Warden, 

A. SMITH, Jr. 

FRANCIS W. HILL, 

JOSEPH H. TOMBS, 
Inspectors. 

GEORGE W. BAIL, Clerk. 


Mr. DAWES. The number of votes thus cer- 
tified to rave been cast in this ward is the number 
Mr. Sleeperclaims to have been the true number, 

And the mayor and aldermen certified the result 
in the six wards of the city falling in this district, 
and transmitted that certificate to the Governor 
and Council. I ask the Clerk to read it. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 


Commonwealth of Massachusetts : 

At a legal meeting of the inhabitants of the city of Bos- 
ton, in the county of Suffolk, and Commonwealth of Mas- 
sachusetts, qualified by the constitution to vote for civil 
officers, holden in their several wards on the 4th day of No- 
vember, being the Tuesday after the first Monday of said 
month, in the year of our Lord 1862, for the purpose of giv- 
ing in their votes fora Representative in the congressional 
district No. 3 of said Commonwealth, it appears trom the 
several returns made tothe board of aldermen, and by them 
examined according to law, thatthe whole number of votes 
given in were sorted, counted, recorded, and declaration 
thereof made, as by the constitution is directed, and were 
for the following persons : 

John S. Sleeper, of Roxbury, 3,629; Alexander H. Rice, 
of Boston, 3,717; Alexander H. Rice, of Roxbury, 8; Ly- 
sander Spooner, of Boston, 1; —— Rice, 1; William 
Whitney, 1; Henry Crocker, l. 

SAMUEL R. SPINNEY, 
THOMAS P. RICH, 
JOS. L. HENSHAW, 
JAMES L. HANSON, 
GEO. W. PARMENTER, 
E. T. WILSON, 
THOMAS C. AMORY, Jr., 
OTIS NORCROSS, 
Aldermen of the city of Boston, 

Attest: SAMUEL F. McCLEARY, 

City Clerk. 

Mr. DAWES. To make up this aggregate is 
included the number of votes certified in the cer- 
tificate just read to have been cast for Mr. Sleeper 
and Mr. Rice in this ward. 7 

On the 11th day of November, seven days fol- 
lowing, the ward officers of ward twelve made 
an amended or additional return to the mayor 
and aldermen, as follows. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

City of Boston: 

Ata legal meeting of the inhabitants of ward No. 12, in 
the city of Boston, inthe county of Suffolk, and Common- 
wealth of Massachusetts, qualified as the law directs, hold- 
en in said ward on Tuesday, the 4th day of November, in 
the year of our Lord 1862, for the purpose of giving in their 
votes for one able and discreet person, being an inhabitant 
of district No. 3, to represent said districtin the next Con- 
gress of the United States, the whole number of votes given 
in as aforesaid was sorted, counted, recorded, and declara- 
tion thereof made, as by pe constitution and law is directed, 
and were for the follow!ng persons : 

To Alexander H. Rice, as per corrected return, eight hun- 
dred and thirty-three (833) votes, instead of eight hundred 
and five, as per original return; and for Jolin 8. Sleeper, as 
per corrected return, eight hundred and sixty-one (861) 


votes, instead of eight hundred and ane te per original . 


return. HORATIO N. CRANE, Warden. 
: GEORGE W. BAIL, Clerk. 

In testimony whereof, the warden, inspectors ofelections, 
and clerk of said ward have ¢iereunto set their hands the 
llth day of November, in the year of our Lord 1862. 

HORATIO N. CRANE, Warden. 
FRANCIS W. HILL, 
ALFRED SMITH, Jr., 
THOMAS JOHNSON, 
JOSEPH H. TOMBS, 
Cc. A. CONNOR, 

Inspectors. 
GEORGE W. BAIL, Clerk. 


Crry or Boston, November 11, 1862. 
Then personally appeared the within-named persons, to 
wit, Horatio N. Crane, warden; Francis W. Hill, Alfred 
Smith, jr., Thomas Johnson, Joseph H. Tombs, and C. A. 
Connor, inspectors of elections, and George W. Bail, clerk, 
who solemnly swore that this corrected return signed by 
them is true. 
Before nie, 


Surrowk, ss: 


HORACE SMITH, 
Justice of the Peace. 
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“Mr. DAWES. The difference between this || 
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or new return from ward officers in certain cases, 


certificate and the former one is togive Mr. Sleeper || it was only designed to cover clerical errors; that | 


when the mayor and aldermen found on looking | 
over the returns, or when they suspected there | 


861 instead of 890 votes, and Mr. Rice 833 instead 

of 805; that is, a difference of 29 votes less for 

Mr. Sleeper, and 28 votes more for Mr. Rice. 
The mayor and aldermen of the city of Boston 

transmitted the certificate to the secretary of the 

Commonwealth with the following certificate. 
The Clerk read, as follows: 


AMENDED CERTIFICATE. 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts : 

Ata legal meeting of the inhabitants of the city of Bos- 
ton, in the county of Suffolk, qualified, as by the constitu- 
tion required, to vote for representatives in the General 
Court, holden on the Tuesday next after the first Monday 
in November, being the 4th day of said month, in the year 
1862, for the purpose of giving in their votes for a Repre- 
sentative of this Commonwealth in the Thirty- Eighth Con- 
cress of the United States, for district No. 3, all the ballots 
given in therefor were sorted, counted, and recorded, and 
declaration thereof made, as by the constitution is directed, 
and were for the following persons, namely: 

John S. Sleeper, of Roxbury, 3,600; Alexander H. Rice, 
of Boston, 3,745; Alexander H. Rice, of Roxbury, 8; Ly- 
sander Spooner, of Boston, 1; —— Rice, 1 ; William Whit- 
ney, 1; Henry Crocker 1; if the amended return from ward 
twelve, of which a copy is hereto attached and marked A 
should be received as a true return of the votes cast at said 


election. THOMAS P. RICH, 
Chairman of the Board. 
JAMES L. HANSON, 
JAMES L. HENSHAW, 
C. A. RICHARDS, 
OTIS NORCROSS, 
THOMAS C. AMORY, Jr., 
FRANCIS RICHARDS, 
JOHN F. PRAY, 
SAMUEL R. SPINNEY, 
Aldermen of Boston, 
Attest: SAMUEL F. McCLEARY, 

November 12, 1862. City Clerk. 

Mr. DAWES. The Governor and Council 
adopted this as the true return and correct state- 
ment of the vote cast in ward twelve of Boston, 
instead of the other, and as it gave Mr. Rice a 
majority of 25 votes, awarded him the certificate 
accordingly. 

It ison the legality and accuracy of that pro- 
ceeding this whole contest depends. If the House 
will indulge me, I will endeavor to present the 
precise point in the case. The Committee of 
Jlections, so faras I know, without an exception, 
came to the conclusion that the amended return 
was thecorrectone. In respecttoit Mr. Sleeper 
claims, first, that it is illegal because there is no 
law authorizing the ward officers to make an 
amended or additional return of this nature; that 
the law requires the result to be declared in open 
ward meeting, and this result never has been so 
declared, and cannot therefore be accepted as the 
result; and because the mayorand aldermen have 
never, as required by law, passed upon this 
amended or additional return, or determined — 

y 


thing one way or the other based upon it, but on 
transmitted the same to the Governor and Coun- 
cil, with a hypothetical certificate of their own, of 
no force in law; and secondly, that the amended 
return Is not true. 

It is necessary, therefore, Mr. Speaker, that the 
House should listen to an exposition of the law 
of Massachusetts upon the subject of an amended 
return, and then to evidence to ascertain whether 
in point of fact the amended return is true or not. 

First, Mr. Sleeper claims that there is no au- 
thority of law to make such: an amended return. 
Let the law be read before we proceed any further. 
Is there any law authorizing the ward officers to 
make an amended or additional return of the na- 
ture of the one here made? The = af the ward 
officers, as well as of the mayor and aldermen in 
the premises, is prescribed in chapter seven, sec- 
tion sixteen, of the General Statutes of Massa- 
chusetts, in these words: ‘ 

“The mayor and aldermen and the clerk of each city 
shall forthwith, after an election, examine the returns made 
by the returning officers of each ward in such city; and if 
any error appears therein, they shall forthwith notify said 
ward officers thereof, who shall forthwith make a new and 
additional. return, under oath, in conformity to truth, which 
additional return, whether made upon notice or by such 
otficérs without notice, shall be received by the mayor and 
aldermen or city clerk at any time before the expiration of 
the day preceding that on which by law they are required 
to make their returns, or to declare the result of the elec- 
ion in said city; and all original and additional returns so 
made shall be examined by the mayor and aldermen, and 
made part of their returns of the results of such election. 


In counting the votes in an election no returns shall be re- 


jected when the votes given for each candidate can be. as- 
certained.”” 


It is claimed by Mr. Sleeper that although that 
Statute provides for and contemplates‘an amended 
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| in open town meeting. 


| section. 


was a clerical error in the returns, they were re- 


quired to notify the ward officers that they were | 


to correct the error, but that there was no pro- 
vision of law which permits the ward officers to 
examine into the facts touching the real number 
of votes cast, or to do anything more than to cor- 
rect any clerical error, such as that when the 
had declared the result to be 805 votes the aan 
called it 806, or some such clerical error as that. 
But a careful examination of the statute shows 
this claim entirely unfounded. In the first place 
it requires the ward officers to make an amended 
or new return in certain cases specified in the 
It is then their duty to make a new re- 
turn. The return is limited by law in two ways, 
and two only: first, it must be made within ten 
days of the election; second, it must be ‘in con- 


formity to truth.’? Those are the only limita- | 
They shall make | 


tions upon the ward officers. 
a new return whenever the making of a new re- 
turn is necessary to certify the truth. They must 
make it within ten days, and the new certificate 
must conform to the truth, and nothingelse. They 
must swear to it, and therefore it must be in con- 
formity to what they believe the truth to be. And 
the statute is wholly silent upon the means by 
which they are to arrive at the truth. 
therefore at liberty to adopt any means which 
will lead to the truth. 


My friend, Mr. Sleeper, claims that there is no || 
express authority for them to reéxamine and re- | 
He claims | 


count the ballots; and there is none. 
that it follows, therefore, that they are not au- 
thorized to recount the ballots. 
express authority for them to adopt any method 
of examination to ascertain what that truth is to 
which their certificate must conform, and there- 
fore, if they are not permitted to examine the bal- 
lots to ascertain that truth because there is no 
express provision for examining the ballots, it 
would follow that they are not authorized by law 
to pursue any method of ascertaining the truth, 


They are | 


GRESSIONAL GLOBE, 


943 


actual number of legal votes cast in that ward, 
without regard to whether the ward officers cor- 
rectly or incorrectly certified that number of legal 
votes after they were cast. The law of Massa- 











‘| chusetts lays great stress upon an open declara- 





But there is no | 


tion of the result of the election in town meeting, 
before the adjournment of the town meeting, and 
before the result can be known or there can be 


| any temptation on the part.of any candidate or 


his friends to tamper with the returns themselves 
or the number of ballots. It is a very wise pro- 


_ vision of law, and tends greatly to protect the bal- 


| lot-boxes from frauds of this kind, 


| is the only result that can be — 


Itis claimed 
by Mr. Sleeper that the announcement in open 
town meeting is conclusive of the election; that it 
ted and acted 
upon; that there is no power under the laws of 
Massachusetts to go behind the result openly de- 
clared in town meeting; and that it is not safe or 
proper for us to go behind that result; so that how- 
ever satisfied we may be that an honest misteke 
has been made in counting the votes or certifying 


| them, or in any other way, yetif that mistake has 


happened to be declared as the result in open town 
meeting, it is res adjudieata, and past any exam- 
ination by us. But the Committee of Elections 
were of the opinion t'at no such rule exists in 


| Massachusetts or sho .d govern us in the House 
| of Representatives; that while they would put 


great reliance on that open declaration and regard 
it as prima facie evidence of the actual result, not 
to be controlled by any slight or suspicious evi- 
dence, nevertheléss it 1s controllable, and to be 
controlled by evidence that will not admit of any 


_ reasonable doubt, so that the truth may be arrived 


at satisfactorily to fair and candid minds as to the 


; actual result of the legal vote. 


although the law requires of them to make a cer- || 


tificate in conformity to truth. 
claims that they cannot be permitted to pursue 
any method to ascertain what the truth is. 

ell, it is evidentif they are to make a new or 
amended return, it must be different from the first 
return; and that does away entirely with the claim 
of Mr. Sleeper upon the second ground, namely, 
that this result in the amended return was never 


Yet my friend | 


proclaimed in open town meeting, because the re- | 


sult in the first return is the result proclaimed in 
open town meeting always, except whatever cleri- 
cal mistake may arise in making out the certifi- 
cate. Any mistake except a clerical one in the 


certificate would certainly involve the number | 


proclaimed in open town meeting, and therefore 


the proclaimed number would be different from | 


that made in the amended return. 
Therefore, unless the amended return is to be 


| precisely like the original—which is absurd—it 


would be different from that which is proclaimed | 


Sleeper’s second objection. 

The third objection is that this return was, by 
the mayor and aldermen, transmitted to the Gov- 
ernor and Council without passing’ upon it, or 
deciding whether it was the true return from ward 
twelve or not. Anexamination of the statute will 
show that itis no part of the business of the mayor 
and aldermen to adjudicate upon it atall. They 
are required to examine it, and then transmit it 


to the Governor and Council, who shall take it, | 


along with the original return, and examine and 
adjudicate upon all the returns, and declare him 
elected who, in their opinion, is elected by such 
returns. So that the contestant entirely mistakes 
the express provision of the statute, which is, not 
that the raayor and aldermen, but that the Gov- 
ernor and Council, shall pass upon the returns, 
and the mayor and aldermen are only the chan- 
nel through which they come. 

The last and most important objection which 
the contestant makes to this amended return is 
that it is not true in fact, and, if it is not, he is en- 
titled to the seat. 

It is quite apparent that it was the duty of the 
Committee of Elections, and that it is our duty, 


to ascertain, if it is in our power, what was the | 


That disposes of Mr. || 


Now, Mr. Speaker, how came this mistake to 
exist? ‘T'he ward officers, seven in number, su- 
perintended the election. Two of them stood at 
the polls, one with the check-list in his hand, and 
the other with the ballot-box, and when a man’s 
name was checked on the check-list by the one, 
his vote was received by the other in the ballot- 
box. Two or more of them in another part of 
the ward room, upon a raised platform, ae 
from the voters by a railing, sat at a table and 


| counted from time to time the ballots thus cast. 





The officers of this ward, seven in number, 
were as nearly divided politically as they could be; 
four of them at this election voted for Mr. Rice, 
and three of them for Mr. Sleeper, the warden 
and president of the board voting for Mr. Sleeper, 
and the clerk voting for Mr. Rice. Theclerk and 
the warden sat at a table in the rear of the ballot- 
boxes and counted the votes from time to time. 

It was a general election in the State of Massa- 


| chusetts, and State officers as well as Represent- 


atives in Congress were voted for to the number 
of seventeen. They were all upon one bailot—a 
paper of considerable size, such as I have now in 
my hand. The warden and the clerk, friends of 
the two candidates for this office, kept count of the 
votes cast, and from hour to hour the result was 
placed upon a blackboard in the ward room, so 
that any person coming into the ward room could 
ascertain exactly how the election was progress- 
ing. These officers keptatally. They kept upon 
one paper the votes as they were cast and counted 
for Governor and Representatives in Congress, 
those being the officers in reference to whom most 
interest was felt. That paper was called “ rough 
count throughout the day.”’ I have the origina! 
paper on which the count was kept. Lithographic 
copies are annexéd to the report. I have alsoin 
my hand a photographic copy of it prezisely as 
it appears, as it was kept thatday. They also 
kept another paper, a lithographic copy of which 
is also annexed to the report, on which they re- 
corded the votes for Representative to Congress, 


|| for councilor of the district, and for senator in 


\| district five, in which that ward was situated. 


|| have a photographic copy of that paper. The 
' original [ have here at my desk. 


| 
| 


If gentlemen will turn to the eopies of these 
papers in the report they will see exactly how the 
count was kept, and how the mistake was made. 


| They first putall the straight votes by themselves, 


them up in small packages and marking on 


| tying 
a Back of them the number of votes in the 


package and the words, ‘*‘clean-taken,’’ adding 


|| the initials of the person who counted them. The 


split or scratched tickets they tied up, assorted in 
the same way, putting’on the back of the package 
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some mark indicating that they were not whole 
tickets, and the number of votes for the particular 
candidate whose name was scratched. 

it will be observed that the first package counted 
for Mr. Rice contained 5 votes, the next contained 
9. The 9 was placed over the 5, and the sum of 
them, 14, was carried to the right hand. The 
next package contained 60 votes. The 60 was 
placed over the ]4and the sum of these figures, 74, 
was carried forward to the right. Soon through | 
to the end. 

If gentlemen will cast their eye over the second 


ginning of the line the votes for Mr. Rice had || 


accumulated to 334. .The next package contained 
39. These figures placed over the 334 made 373, 
which was carried to the right; 9 over that, added 
to it, was carried forward, 382; 187 over that, 
added to it, was carried forward, 569; 3 over that, 
added to it, was carried forward, 572; 1 over that, 
added to it, was carried forward, 573; 5 over that, 
udded to it, made 578, but was carried forward as 
518, the figure 7 being mistaken for the figure 1, 
60 votes being (hus dropped from the count. 

This mistake runs through to the end, giving 
Mr. Rice at the end 770 votes, when in point of 
fact, by correct addition, it should have been 830 
votes. The whole error is embraced in that point. 

There is another method of proving it, but this 
correction of the vote will change the result and 
bring it out precisely as the ward officers claimed | 
it to be in their amended retary, and as the Com- 
mittee of Elections found it to be. 

There is a reason why I should go further in 
this statement. ‘The ward officers made a return, 
not from that paper, but from the second paper, | 
K, and therefore 1 beg the attention of the House | 
for amomentto paper K, The results from hour 
to hour of the vote for Governor and Represent- | 
ative in Congress, placed on the blackboard, were 
taken from the “ rough count’’ paper I, As they 
made this count and added up the votes they re- 
counted them and set down the results on paper. 
K, carrying them out in the same way. Butthe 
House will observe that paper I and paper K do 
not caincide. The people of the ward observed | 
at the close of the polls this strange fact, thatthere | 
were 60 votes less for Representative to Congress 
than there were for any other officer. They could 
not understand how that was. They inquired 
whether there were 60 men voting in that ward 
for all other officers, and omitting to vote for Rep- 
resentative in Congress. None of the ward offi- 
cers had observed in the count any such cireum- 
stance, and no man had been found in the ward 
who had cast a vote for every other officer, omit- 
ung to vote for Representative in Congress. ‘That 
led to inquiry and to an examination. 

It will -be observed also that this “ rough count”’ 
I not only does not agree in its present condition | 
with paper K, but that when you correct it, and 
add to it the 60 votes, the papers I and K will not 
even thenagree. Correcting this mistake, which 
is perfectly clear, and restgring to Mr. Rice the 
GU votes here lost to him, his vote would be by 
the ‘rough count,’’ corrected, 830 votes, which, 
with the 863 votes given Mr. Sleeper by the | 
‘‘rough count,’? would make an aggregate of 
1,693, one more than the lowest and nine less than 
the highest aggregate given among all the candi- 
utes for the other offices. _ But this does not agree 
with paper K, which was declared to be the vote 
on election day, and certified as such to the mayor 
and aldermen, for, adding this corrected vote for 
Mr. Rice, 830, to that put down on paper K for 
Mr. Sleeper, 899, and it makes an aggregate of. | 
1,720, thirty-two votes more than the lowest and 
twenty-two votes more than the highest of the | 
other aggregates. 

The anxiety of the clerk growing out of the 
peculiarity | have just alluded to, a lack of 60 
votes for member of Congress upon the black- 
board, led him, upon the Sunday following, to sit 
down at his table and recast the votes upon paper 
1, to see how it was that there was a lack of 60 
votes for member of Congress. He there discov- 





cred the mistake of 60 vOtes in paper I, as 1 have 
Stated. Comparing it with paper K he also dis- 
covered that after the correction of those 60 votes 
paper K would not agree with it, and the twodid 
not agree, as to Representative in Congress, with 
the votes far any of the other candidates on the 
same papers, for, by adding 60 votes to Mr. Rice’s 
count, giving him 830 votes, the aggregate on | 


Cee 


_ for any other officer in that election. 





paper K would give 28 votes for member of Con- 
gress more than were cast for any other officer. 
So that it would appear that 28 voters cast their 
votes for member of Congress who did not vote 
But they 
had never seen any such ballot as that, nor could 
any voter casting such a vote be found,and there- 


| fore he determined te reéxamine the ballots them- ! 


selves. 
I should state in passing that at the close of the 
polls he tied up the bundles of votes with a string 


| around the middle of each bundle, then tied a 
line of these figures they will see that at the be- || 








paper around the whole, took them to his own 


house, carried them to the attic, and placed them | 
in a trunk with a spring lock with the key in the | 


lock, and there they remained, so far as there is 
a particle of testimony, until the Sunday follow- 
ing. After discovering this discrepancy in these 


papers, he went and consulted with the old clerk | 


of the ward as to what he had better do. He then 
returned by himself to the attic, and taking off the 
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' serted instead of that of Mr. Sleeper for member 


of Congress. Upon the back of that bundle wag 
written the words ‘* ali alike,’’ with the initials of 
the gentleman who counted the votes, the clerk of 
the ward. There was no picce in Mr, Sleeper’s 
count for these 28 votes. The whole vote of Mr. 
Sleeper, with the exception of these 28 votes,was 
counted, but there was no package of twenty-eight 


_ votes credited to Mr. Rice on paper K. Giving 


paper wrapper, but without untying the string || 
| around the middle of the bundle of packages or 


removing the packages, he examined the votes in 
each package, took off the number of votes for 
Representative in Congress on each of the pack- 
ages, and then restored them to their former place 
in the closet. In consequence of the conviction 
that an error had been committed in counting, 
which this examination produced on his mind, he 


then procured a meeting of all the ward officers | 


at his house on the following evening, when the 
votes were by them there recounted with great 
care, and the result as thus ascertained was em- 
bodied in the new or amended return, signed by 
all the ward officers, seven in number, four of them 
voting themselves for Mr. Rice, and three of them 
for Mr. Sleeper, sworn to by them all, forwarded 
to the mayor and aldermen, und by them trans- 
mitted to the Governor and Council within the 
time prescribed by law. In counting the votes at 
this time the coiihalibasen took each of the small 
packages upon which the number of votes was 
marked, recounted it carefully, and checked the 
corresponding numbers upon paper K. 

It will be observed that on paper K there are, 


among the several packages set down to Mr. || 


Sleeper, three packages of twenty-eight votes 
each, and none of that number for Mr. Rice. In 
the recount, after all the votes in the whole bundle 
for Mr. Sleeper were counted and checked, there 
had been checked but two packages of twenty- 
eight votes, and there remained unchecked to 


any one, a package of twenty-eight votes, corre- | 


sponding with what was known as the ‘* people's 
ticket,’’ or that of Mr. Sleeper’s political friends, 
with the name of Mr. Rice prinied in place of 
Mr. Sleeper’s for Representative in Congress. 

This ** people’s ticket’’ in Massachusetts was 
composed of all political parties opposed to the 
political associates of Mr. Rice. But many of 
those voting that ticket as to the State officers. 
preferred Mr. Rice to Mr. Sleeper, and therefore 
substituted his name for that of Mr. Sleeper, vot- 
ing for the other officers upon the ‘* people’s 
ticket.”’ 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message from the President was received, b 
Mr. Nicoxay, informing the House that he did, 
on the 3d instant, approve a bill and joint resolu- 
tions of the following titles: 

Anact (H.R. No. 265) supplementary to anact 
entitled **An act to provide ways and means for 
the support of the Government,” approved March 
3, 1863; 

Joint resolution (H.R. No. 35) of thanks of 
Congress to the volunteer soldiers who have reén- 
listed in the Army; and 

Joint resolution (H.R. No. 41) to continue the 
payment of bounties. 


MASSACHUSETTS CONTESTED ELECTION—AGAIN, 


Mr. DAWES. As these ballots were counted 
they were put up in packages; those containing 
straight tickets were putin packages by themselves 
and marked in pencil on the back “ clean,’’ with 
the initials of the person who counted them. But 
they found, as I said, three packages of twenty- 
eight votes counted for Mr. Slecper, while they 
could find but two packages of that number with 
Mr. Sleeper’s name on them, They found, how- 
ever, one package of twenty-eight ballots contain- 
ing the names of Mr. Sleeper’s political associates 
for State officers, but with Mr. Rice’s name in- 
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|to Mr. Rice 28 votes, taking them from Mr. 


Sleeper, which were erroneously counted for him, 
restores the harmony of ren ip pate [t brings 
up Mr. Rice’s vote on paper K to precisely what 
it is on paper I, with the correction that I have 
already mentioned. 

It is a very curious mistake, but on looking at 
the papers it is easily seen how it was made. | 
will explain it. 

Mr. Speaker, there is no dispute but that the 
actual number of votes counted at the last count 
is correctly stated in the amended certificate. That 
this was the correct count of the ballots on the 
second count the Monday right after the election 
no one disputes; and an examination of the evi- 
dence, with a sworn return of the seven ward offi- 
cers, does not leave room for doubt. The ward 
officers, four on one side and three on the other, 
swear to it; and they sat down deliberately to re- 
count the votes,and counted them with great care, 
If, therefore, the ballots-in the mean time had not 
been tampered with, the proof could not be made 
stronger that the true result had been reached. If 
those votes had not been tampered with, no proof 
could be stronger and clearer that the true result 
had been arrived at. As to whether the votes 


| were tampered with or not willdepend very much 


on the confidence the House has in the testimony 
of the man who had the keeping of those ballots. 
What thatis I willstate. The clerk testifies that 
at the close of the polls, as had been his custom 
he tied up the ballots in this package, and tied a 
paper around them; that he carried them to his 
home that night, and put them in a trunk in a 
closet in his attic; and that so far as he knew no 
mortal but himself knew where they were; that 
his own family consisted of a wife, confined all 
this time to her bed with sickness, a child born 
on the day of election, a nurse, and an aunt visit- 
ing the family. He swears positively that no 
person knew where they were but himself, so far 
as he knew; and that when they were taken out 
by the officers they were precisely in the condi- 
tion in which they were when putthere. He also 
swears that the memorandum on the back, ‘28 
votes, all alike, takenG. W. B.,’’ written on the 
peers was written on the day of election by 
himself, and that the mistake must have arisen in 
calling off the packages. That was the package 
having Mr. Rice’s name in the place of Mr. Sleep- 
er’s. There is, however, corroborative proof 
found in the papers I and K themselves. By cor- 
recting the 60 votes in paper I, as before stated, 
and restoring to Mr. Rice the 28 votes here spoken 
of, the aggregate vote for Representative to Con- 
gress corresponds with those cast for the other 
officers, as follows: for Governor, 1,702; for Rep- 
resentative in Congress, 1,693; for councilor, 
1,695; and for senator, 1,692. Correcting paper 
1, and the aggregate on paper I will be 1,694; but 
if that correction be applied to paper K, without 
also counting the 28 votes, an aggregate of 1,720 
votes will be produced, just 28 votes more than 
the aggregate given for senator, and 27 more than 
that given for councilor. Therefore, unless the 
clerk perjured himself, there is no doubt that these 
votes were not tampered with, but that they were 
safely kept. 


Now, Mr. Speaker, Mr. Sleeper does not pre- 
sent a particle of testimony to controvert that 
condition of facts He asserts that it was pos- 
sible to tamper with tlie ballots, and he therefore 
insists it is not only our right but our duty to say 
that that has been done. He is exceedingly se- 
vere upon this clerk; I do not know what for. 

The supposition, therefore, that the ballots had 
been tampered with before the last count, in order 
to produce this result, involves not only the per- 
jury of the clerk of the ward, but also requires 
that papers I and K be both forged and put in 
their present condition for the same purpose. But 
the evidence was abundant from all sides that the 
hourly announcements, put upon the blackboard 
in the ward room on election day, corresponded 


with paper I, and disclosed the precise djscrep- 
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